West Rutland Historical Society presentation

Date: Sunday, November 16, 2025

Time: 1:00 pm

Place: Town Hall conference room in West Rutland
Presenter: Kevin Thornton of Brandon

Topic: The secrets of the 1935- 1936 strike against the Vermont Marble
Company

Kevin Thornton, a UVM professor, PHD in History, has for many years been
researching the details of the 1935 — 1936 strike by the marble workers of
West Rutland against Vermont Marble Company. Many in West Rutland
have heard stories of the violence, but not many of us knew the details of this
tumultuous time in our history: a company that at the turn of the century was
regarded as wealthiest in America due to its operations all over the US and
Alaska and because of their volume of sales, taking on immigrant quarrymen
whose pay envelopes often contained only pennies and nickels. Why did the
pre-strike meeting in the Town Hall attract New York City artists,
entertainers, Wall Street lawyers and bankers, college students? What was at
stake for the immigrant families who depended so heavily on their Vermont
Marble Company employment? And what was at stake for the company that
never regained its former financial standing after the 1930s? How were the
political careers of the Proctor family relevant to these events? Kevin has
uncovered some of the intrigue. If you or anyone in your family ever worked
for the Proctor family and the Vermont Marble Company, this presentation
will interest you.



