Rutiand Vermont Historical Society
2025 Annual Board Meeting
Saturday, September 20, 2025

First off, a Certificate of Recognition was awarded to Tom Carpenter, in recognition of his many years serving on the
Historical Society Board. Both as s treasurer and a director, Tom has spent countless hours within the society. Tom has
decided to step down from the board, but assures us he will continue in providing support to the Soclety.

The 2025 Annual Meeting opened with the unveiling of the restored painting of the Rev. Hadley Proctor, who was the
settled minister of the First Baptist Church in Rutlend. The portrait was painted in 1823 and was purchased by the
Society In 2021, Rev. Patricia Stratton, cusrent minister of the First Baptist Church, did the honors and spoke of Rev.
Hadley and the Congregation.

Jonah Spivak was a guest speaker. He is the chair person on the Bennington Regional 250th Anniversary Committee. His
presentation centered around celebrations of past battles in Vermont and upcoming America’s 250%™ Birthday.

2025 Annual Business Board Meeting
Called to order @ 2:34

Present: Officers:
Barb Giffin / President Scott Kaufman / Vice President
Randy Brown / Treasurer Susan Carroll / Secretary
Directors:
Carolynn Ranftle Ron Hemenway
Doreen McCullough Tom Carpenter {exiting director)
Tom Hughes Bill Ellwood
Members: Tom Giffin Tom Capuano Corey Kennedy

Melody Hemenway Timothy Collins  loe Frankiewicz

Approval of 2024 Meeting Minutes

Submitted by Susan Carroll, Secretary
Wotion to accept by Scott Kauffman, seconded by Tom Carpenter
Allin favor, motion passes.

Treasurers Report: Randy Brown

See attached

Our bank assets did decease again this year. Our largest expense right now is our quarterly. Later in this meeting we
will be discussing campaigning for funding.

Motion made to accept Treasurer report made by Corey Kennedy seconded by Ron Hemenway.

Allin favor, motion passes

Web Report: Doreen McCullough
See attached

Collections Report: Ron Hemenway
See attached



Presidents Report: Barb Giffin

Barb spoke of the age of our building and it's maintenance needs. The building is owned by the city so a meeting was
held with the mayor to discuss the cities responsibility to the building.

A guestion was raised from Joe Frankiewicz regarding the city owning the building and our agreement/lease with them.
Discussion followed regarding the 93-year lease and where responsibilities are divided.

Barb recognized and thanked all the officers and board members for all they do. Each of board members contribute in
some way, and without them everything would come to a screeching halt. Barb also acknowledged the dedicated
volunteers for all their work: Tom Capuano, Kathy Adams, Laurie Wilson, Brandon Farrell and Gay Wilson.

Also, a thanks to Michael Dwyer, who continues with our public segments of Historically Speaking. A thanks to Cliff
Giffin, who by now has scanned more than 50,000 negatives from the Merusi collection.

fiotion made to accept President’s report made by Susan Carroll, seconded by Tom Carpenter
Motion was made and seconded. All in favor. Motion passed.

Old Business:

Bill Ellwood reported that the Chapter One, Viet Nam Veterans of America approved a $200.00 check to pass through
the Rutland Historical Society to be donated to the Internet Archive. Both the Historical Society and the VVA are
thankful for all the Internet Archive offers.

New Business:

Budget Concerns.

Due to increase of expenses, Quarterlies, etc., we need to raise money. Suggestions were made to consider requesting
donations, reducing our mailing of quarterlies and going electronic, checking members that have not kept up with
membership fees.

A suggestion to send out postcards requesting donations be sent out by mail. Another suggestion 1o establish a QR Code
to simplify donations. Also suggested was an increase in membership fees. They were increased in Jan. 2025, but are
still considerably lower than others.

Motion made: Tom Giffin made a motion to send out posicards with the expense to do 50 not exceed 5500.00. Corey
Kennedy seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion passed.

Corey Kennedy also suggested making use of a QR code on FB and our website

Cemetery Account:

The Cemetery Account reported in our Treasurer’s Report is $478.69. Tom Giffin suggested that the money in the
Cemetery account be moved into the general fund. Tom is the Cemetery Commissioner for the City of Rutland.
Motion made by Tom Giffin and seconded by Corey Kennedy. All in favor, Motion passed.

By-Law Addendum:

Article il Section 1, Annual Meeting

Cur By-Laws state that “The annual meeting of the society shall be held in October on a day to be chosen by the Board
of Directors, with notice to members of the Society given at ieast three weeks in advance.” {Article Ill. Meetings,
Section 1.} Discussion was held about amending that by law to allow more flexibility in scheduling guest speakers etc.
Motion made to amend made by Tom Giffin and seconded by Corey Kennedy.

Ariicle i, Section 1 to read: “The annual meeting of the society shall be held once in a fiscal year on a day chosen by
the Board of Directors, with notice to members of the Society given at least three weeks in advance”

Allin favor, motion passes.

Article IV Section 2 Board of Directors:

Our by-laws state that there shall be 4 officers and six directors. At this time, we have 5 directors, meaning there is a
vacancy. The difficulty is in finding people to fill the vacancy and other vacancies to may come up, After much
discussion it was suggested that rather that amend the by-law, we state that we are functioning with what we have, 5
directors and 1 vacancy until the position can be filied.



Muotion made by Bill Ellwood that when needed, we operate with 9 members with one vacancy, which may be filled
at any time. Motion seconded by Tom Hughes. All in favor, motion passes.

Creating a Recruiting Committee:
Corey Kennedy made a motion to establish a recruiting committee. Motion was seconded by Tom Giffin., All in favor,
motion passes.

Presenting the Slate of Nominees:

Original Slate consists of:

OHicers:

Barb Giffin / President Scott Kaufman / Vice President
Randy Brown / Treasurer Susan Carroll / Secretary
Directors:

Carolynn Ranftle Ron Hemenway Bill Etwood

Doreen McCullough Tom Hughes vacant

Muotion made by Tom Giffin that the secretary cast one ballot for the slate of officers as presented.
Before moving on, are there any nominations from the board or the floor? We do have one nomination to the board of
directors, Tom Capuano, currently a volunteer. The nomination was unanimously seconded.

Updated Slate of Nominees consists of:

Officers:

Barb Giffin / President Scott Kaufman / Vice President
Randy Brown / Treasurer Susan Carroll / Secretary
Directors:

Carolynn Ranftle Ron Hemenway  Bill Ellwoed

Doreen McCullough Tom Hughes Tom Capuano

WVotion made by Tom Giffin that the secretary cast one ballot for the slate of officers/directors as amended. Motion
seconded by Stott Kaufman. All in favor, motion passes.

A motion made by Susan Carroll, Secretary, to cast one ballot for the amended Slate of Officers/Directors be

approved. Motion seconded by Tom Giffin. All in favor. Slate of Gfficers is approved.

Motion made to adjourn meeting made by Scott Kaufman. Motion seconded. Motion passes.
Meeting Adjourned @ 4:41
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Annual Treasurer's Report of the Rutland Historical Society Inc.
Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2025

Revenue from grants, gifts, membership dues, sales of quarterlies and books, and bank interest finance
the General Fund. Other revenues received were from a Trust.

Total funds in all bank accounts and certificates of deposits at beginning of year totaled $35,489.45.
Total funds in all bank accounts and certificates of deposits at end of year totaled $26,409.96.
! Our bank assets decreased by $9,079.49 for the year.

Aliocated funds at year-end are as follows: Life and Prepaid Dues $17,705.00; Capital Fund $10,000;
Cemetery Fund $478.69; Restoration & Preservation Fund $421.93 and a Contingency Fund of $625.44.

During this fiscal year, the total amount of revenue to the General Fund was $15,531.15 and the total
amount of expenditure from the General Fund was $19,419.15. This resulted in a decrease of $3,888. for
the year.

The Society received $5,431.00 in gifts during the year.

We had 8 new life members during the fiscal year ending 6/30/25. They were: William Ripley, Brenda
Lewis, Jessica Starley, Daniel Susina, Michel Susina, John Swanton, Raymond Mooney and Carl Baldwin.

We had 18 donors or Sponsar members of gifts of $50 or more during the calendar year ending 2024.

{RS tax form 990 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024 was filed on October 17, 2024 and accepted by
the IRS. Also, the society isin good standings with the Vermont Secretary of State. The next biennial
report, as a nonprofit corporation, with the State of Vermont isn't due until 2027.

Respectfully submitted by
Randall S. Brown

Treasurer
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Website Report (Annual Report 2025)

11 new Historically Speaking episodes have been added to the website. These
include HS Episodes #207-217 and cover a wide variety of historical topics
ranging from “Saving Evergreen Cemetery" to “The Great Gatsby at 100”. The
Society is deeply grateful to Michael Dwyer for his tireless effort to create and host
each of these monthly shows. Archived versions of these and earlier shows can be
found on the Historically Speaking page of our website.

Vietnam Veterans of America (Chapter 1), added 6 Newsletters to their webpage.
An update (2024) of the Rutland County Vietnam Honor Roll was added to their
“Special Documents page”. The Rutland Historical Society is proud to serve as the
depository for the complete Digital Archive Of Chapter 1 Documents. We also
host the Green Mountain Club (Long Trail) newsletters and hiking schedules.
Their newsletter (Smoke & Blazes) is archived from 1948 to 2025 on the Smoke &
Blazes page.

Our website has a “Municipal Reports™ page located under the Collections fab.
The mission of the Rutland Historical Society is to collect, hold, preserve and
interpret historical material relating to the original Town of Rutland which today
includes: Proctor, Rutland City, Rutland Town and West Rutland. Pursuant to the
Society’s mission, the webmaster added the current 4 Town Reports from each of
these towns and city.

The growing number of archived and current Quarterlies can be found under the
Publications tab. Quarterly #1 and #2) Vol. 54 (2024) as well as Quarterly #] Vol.
55 2025 are the recent uploads for this year. Be sure to take moment and lock at
the guarterlies from (1970-2025).

The Rutland Historical Society is pleased to serve as the digital depository for each
of the local high schools that fall under its “Mission”. These Yearbooks reside
under the “Collections” tab on the website, Added this year were the Yearbooks’
from Mill River, Rutland High School, Proctor and West Rutland. Take a look at
your Yearbook if you are a graduate from any of these schools.

Our Slide Viewer, on our main page, offers an eclectic selection of photographs
from our Aldo Merusi collection. Samples of some of the photos added include:

October included beautiful Fall Photographs



December included Scouts through the years (1939-1960).

February included "Rutland Organizations 1930s - 1960s". Slides featured
organizations such as Dar, 4-H, VFW, American Legion and more.

In June we showcased slides focusing on this summer’s restoration of Main Street
Park’s Gazebo.

This year saw a revision of the “Membership” section under the Join Us tab.
Includes on the page are the new “Membership” changes that were passed by the
Society’s Board members earlier this year. Also revised was a new “Printable
Membership Form” created by the webmaster. You can also pay by credit or debit
card by using the PayPal button located on the top of the page.

In celebration of America 250, our website features a list of events that are taking
place around Vermont. Newly added to our America 260 page is a “Vermont
Sampler Driving Tour”. Includes is a Statewide driving tour to view collections of
these post-Revolutionary war samplers. Check our America 250 for any new
events that have been added.

Stats at a Glance

Al Time Stats The Virtual Walking Tour Views — 1992
Total Page Views 238,861 Rutiand Halloween Parade. Views - 557
» Total Sessions75,681 Historicaily Speaking Episode #213. Views-9
« Number of Posts2 Historically Speaking Episode #216 Views -~ 15
«  Number of Pages116 City Of Rutland Annual Report 2022 — Views - 212
+  Number of CommentsO Rutland Town Report 2023 — Views - 35
Most Popular Times Rutland High School Yearbook 2022- Views 1,799

Top days Mount Saint Joseph Yearbook 2023 ~Views 237



Wed

25.01% of Views

-Mon

186.34% of Views

Sun
14.87% of Views

Top hours

10 AM

6.06% of Views

5 AM

5.94% of Views

I PM

5.92% of Views

New vs. Returning Visitors

New 90%
Returning 10%
Dieviee Breakdown

Desktop 53%
Tablet 3%
Mobile 43%

Visit our website at www.rutlandhistory.com and our Facebook site at
www.facebook.com/rutlandvthistorical/

Respectfully,
Doreen McCullough (Webmaster)


www.facebook.com/rutlandvtbisto
http:l\'Ww.rutlandhistory.com

Accessioned items for 2025

2025-01 Book of Biographies Vol. includes Biographical Sketches of leading Citizens of Rutland
County

2025-02 Post Cards

2025-03 Thomas Milk Bottle

2025-04 Personal Papers/ Photos of the Shortle Family

2025-05 Business material

2025-06 Box of Miscellaneous items

2025-07 Genealogical information related to Irish immigration

2025-08 Mysterious items in Garbage bag due to possible mold spores

2025-09 Baok: “Pictorial Field Guide for the Revolution” by Benson Lossing - Library
2025-10 Post Card: Center St. Clausen Shoe Co. Merchants Carnival 1910 - DB 10-1
2025-11 1986 Program Guide from VLC & T {Sen. Godnick info - DB 133-27)

2025-12 West Rutland Town Report ending in June of 2024

2025-13 Clippings on Ed Knapp Deaccessioned not Rutland Related

2025-14 Dawn Hance Materiaf

2025-15 Bob Perkin Material

2025-16 Misc. Documents

2025-17 Rutland Area Cookbooks

2025- 18 Rutland Area Photos

2025- 19 Books “Green Mountain Verses” Edited by Pierce, Enid & Flanders, Helen {Two
Poems by RHS teacher Morril, Mabel

2025- 19 Book: “Growing Up in Vermont” by O'Neil, Mary, illustrated by Lucy Doane

2025 -20 General Ripley pictures, GH Grimm Photos and Miscellaneous, Sugaring items
2025- 21 Copy of a letter describing the 1927 flood by Ellen Munson of Center Rutland, Vi
2025- 22 History of the Jewish Center of Rutland County, two other Rutland related
Genealogies

2025- 23 CVPs Pictures/ Pictures of Rutland Light & Power Company

2025~ 24 Various quarterlies, Book: “Proctor: My Home Town”

2025- 25 Misc Photos

2025- 26 Rutland High School Diploma 1895 Delia Agatha Colin

2025- 27 Paper on Lemue! Haynes and his Politics

2025- 28 Bernie Sanders for President T Shirts worn to Rutland Rally (Deaccessioned not
Rutland Related)

2025- 29 Map & Burlington Free Press Article referencing Kevin Graffagnino {Deaccessioned
not Rutland Related)

2025-30 4 Tea cups stamped Rutland, Vi on Bottom -Unit 8-Dr47

2025-31 Martin McMahon Letter of reference by Mayor Speliman of Rutland, June 4th, 1900
2025-32 Binder of Info on the Poor Farm - 77-32



