








Library of Congress Catalog No. 87-82601

Copyright © 1987 by
Grace Congregational United Church of Christ
Rutland, Vermont

Printed and Bound in the United States of America
by Academy Books, Rutland, VT 05701-0757




TABLE OF CONTENTS

Bedicatign wou fis i tasdaanis sl st st das sl ines ot sddans vi
BIEPRCE: v ats .o L A B e s B TR s A T R DS R SN e e vii
History of the East Parish Congregational Church ................. 1
Ministers of THISSChurthl « cooiva iasianp el soinrpie s ee ygan v ss 74 o 63
e OTIRT i S B s Sl R e B e A D A e AR 81
CRristmn BOOOMIDIN - vownawpe s b ek s Lo ot 5t hans oo bo b myisnedens s 84
IMEISERS OF WIUSIE .« 5 s Sovntm aggn wi s wrmipasssersiie o ga1m pirp Jte o ek 58 104

BOHORUBY o o vavam iy e aain b ma ath Som it 5185 3 G0 m v g 5 Bt b 16 i 115



DEDICATION

Grace Congregational United Church of Christ
wishes to acknowledge with a deep sense of gratitude,
the endeavors of our church archivist,

MARVEL TRUE GUYETTE SWAN

for making this publication possible. Marvel travelled
many miles, conversed with untold numbers, reviewed
minutes of meetings from the earliest days of this
"gathered congregation," read any and all books and
newspaper clippings pertaining to Rutland and The Con-
gregational Church, for research purposes.

For her willingness to assume such a monumental
task, her tireless efforts of years, months, and weeks
of research, her patience and tolerance toward all
while trying to make a deadline, her dedication to this
project, with willing hands and willing heart, these
and many more, Grace Congregational United Church of
Christ extends its deepest gratitude and dedicates this
book to Marvel T. Swan, faithful servant of her Master,
friend of a multitude, dedicated member now for 62
years, and archivist for 35 years.



PREFACE

This little book belongs to the celebration of
the Two Hundredth Birthday of Grace Congregational United
Church of Christ.

The birthday party of a church is different from
any other party, whatsoever. It has, or should have, the
jolly abandon of spirit so natural to little children.
In it, also, is the reverent gratitude of mature people
who have learned to value life as a precious gift. But
there is something more. When a church realizes that it
is two hundred years old it sees that fact against the
background of eternity. The life of a church cannot be
measured in years. There is a timeless quality in the
life of every church. Its purpose is "to live the eter-
nal life in the midst of time, by the strength and under
the eyes of God."

Pride of achievement, however, is not out of place
at the birthday party of a church. Thankful we are for
what those who have gone before have done; thankful, too,
for what we ourselves have been enabled to do. But all
our pride and joy is tempered with humility.

As we celebrate our 200th Anniversary, we "remem-
ber Jesus Christ'" and, in His presence, we pray to be
humble of heart. Mindful of His desire that His follow-
ers should become like little children, we rejoice to be
jolly and happy, with the light of two hundred candles
shining in happy faces all around the family table. Yet,
we would not forget that our Christian ideal is infin-
itely above all our accomplishment. We would always
remember that our years are set in the eternity of Him
who is from everlasting to everlasting.

The pages which follow tell the story of two
centuries in the life of our "gathered congregation."
The story has been written with painstaking care and
earnest devotion by Marvel Swan. Other members involved
in the gathering and writing of material have included:
Peg Johnson, Molly King, Gladys Hart, Barbara Mellow,
Barbara Keirstead, Helen Weeks, Connie Kelley, Marjorie
Anderson, Gordon Kelly, Shirley Smith, Sharon Vihinen



and Jean Ross. The photographs throughout the document
have been supplied by G. Robert Kenney, our church pho-
tographer. Betty Grant has generously given scores of
hours to typing and re-typing the manuscript. Elaine
Purdy made valuable suggestions for improving the manu-
script and Katie Davies proofread the final document.
A world of tribute to Al Swan who, over the course of
five years, has foregone family fellowship so that
Marvel might go off by herself and work on the book. His
encouragement and confidence have been the source of
power to keep Marvel at it until it was done.

Above all, plumb the depths of these pages, and
be enriched and encouraged for we have come "this far
by faith" and the future is in the hands of God.

The Reverend David J. Dean

Rev. Davip J. DEan M.Div,
1972-



HISTORY OF
THE EAST PARISH
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
of Rutland, Vermont

(Now known as
Grace Congregational United Church of Christ)

"For where two or three are gathered in my Name,
there am I in the midst of them"
Matthew 18:20

The Congregational Church of Rutland, Vermont,
decends from a body of people, who formerly belonged to
the counties of Nottinghamshire, Lancaster and Yorkshire
in England and who, becoming desirous of a purer church,
separated from the English establishment about the year
1602. They were called Congregationalists from their
maintaining that each congregation or assembly has the
power of self-government, without being accountable to
any other church. These Congregationalists, or "Pil-
grims," after many trials and tribulations, migrated to
New England where they established their first church at
Plymouth, Massachusetts, about the year 1620.

As the early New England Colonies became over-
populated, and stories were told of the great, fertile
lands to the northward, a steady migration trended into
Vermont. ;

The era of settlement in Rutland began between
the years 1769 and 1770 with the coming of the first
settler, Col. James Mead, his wife Mercy, ten children,
and Wright Roberts, the husband of their oldest daughter,
Sarah - thirteen in all. Col. Mead built a log house
about half a mile west of Center Rutland.

By 1773, there were about thirty families in town
and the need for a church became evident. The early
settlers believed that the preaching of the gospel was
not to be dispensed with under any circumstances, and
was to be provided for with the same urgency as the
establishment of a civil government., By official votes

1






for one year after a fierce fight two
parishes; the dividing line of the parishes,
the log meeting house a few rods inside of
the West Parish and the framed Church about
in the center of the East Parish. The log
meeting house had been built by the people
of the whole town as a town property = the
first Church had been established as a town
institution and of its first fourteen members,
eight lived in the East Parish, four were
from out of town and two only in the West
Parish. The log meeting house had been
getting old and needed repairs; the town
became too large and too prosperous to be
satisfied or accomodated by the log meeting
house and had voted to build another. The
town however, did not build another and the
East Parish did"

Whether "the scratching of the chickens" in Mr.
Gookin's garden had anything to do with the tide of
immigration turning East is a moot question, but, none-
theless, about 1780 the people of East Rutland withdrew
from the First Church and began to worship by them-
selves. In June of 1784, they began the erection of a
Meeting House — the builders being Col. John Ramsdell
and Issachar Reed.

Two years after the division of the parishes and
one year after the organization of the East Parish
Church, Major William Barr, who owned the property
surrounding the House of Worship in 1785, deeded to the
inhabitants of the East Parish for love and good will,
one-quarter of an acre of land. This parcel of ground
included the site on which the church building stood
and was to be retained by the people of the said Parish
as long as the Meeting House should remain on the pre-
mises and be improved as a House of Public Worship.

This structure was located just south of North
Main Street Cemetery, and, at the time of its erection,
all of the houses in East Rutland stood along the east
side of North Main Street and an unbroken pine forest
extended from the church west and north to Burlington.

Although the building was not completed until
1790, meetings were held in it in 1785, the minister
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to the Archives Committee as follows:

"My memory of it is as follows:— In early
December (I think the year was 1914) Mrs.
Bradford said to we that with Christmas
lighting all around, it seemed too bad not
to have some light shining out over our
city from the church. So we began think-
ing about the possibility of a star on the
steeple. We talked with one of the older
boys in the church, Earle Whitney by name;
who was doing electrical work at part
time. With his help and the permission
of the church authorities, Mrs. Bradford
and 1 decided to have the star put in
place and properly wired as a Christmas
present from us, 1 remember the cost,
which made quite a hole in our pocket-
book. The cost as I remember it, was
eleven dollars! 1I cannot help wondering
what the cost would be with prices as
they are today. But eleven dollars
seemed a big lot of dollars to us that
December. Never shall I forget how
happy we were when the star was first
lighted. I remember how enthusiastic
Frank Wilson, Carleton's father, was
that first evening. People from quite
a distance, six miles or more telephoned
to others in the city to find out where
it was shining from—--"

In a newspaper clipping dated the 3lst of Decem-

ber, 1955, under "Letters to the Editor,'" was the
following:

"To the Editor of the Herald: To complete
the story which appeared in Thursday's
Herald under "Still Shining" it should
be noted that the Christmas Season Star
now shining over Rutland from the steeple
of the Congregational Church for the 4lst
year was constructed, wired and installed
by Herbert R. Grower of 11 Kendall Avenue.

Rutland December 29 "History"
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supervisors of Boy's and Girl's
Clubs and three representatives
from the Prudential Committee.

This Cabinet shall meet at the
Call of the Pastor to discuss the
general problems of the work of the
church and to make comprehensive
plans for its activities."”

The United States declared war on Germany on Good
Friday the 6th of April, 1916; and in 1917, Rev. Bradford
received a three months' leave of absence to accept a
call from the Nationmal War Work Council of the YMCA to
serve as religious work director with the New Jersery
National Guard Troops. When he visited headquarters
in New York City, he learned that, instead of being
stationed in New Jersey, he was to go to Fort Myers,
Florida, to serve as director of religious work in the
officer's training camp there.

Upon completion of his three months' tour of duty,
he returned to Rutland where, on the 28th of April,
1918, he resigned to take the pastorate of the Central
Church in Providence, Rhode Island.

At a special meeting held on Sunday the 3rd of
November, 1918, the church voted that the Rev. George
A. Buttrick of Quiney, Illinois be invited to become
pastor and teacher of our church. He was installed the
27th of February, 1919.

During Rev. Buttrick's term as pastor, Earle S.
Kinsley gave to the Congregational Church and Society
the sum of one thousand dollars, which was to be known
as the Earle S. Kinsley, Junr., Fund. The income from
this fund was to be used to provide entertainment for
the children of the Sunday School at Christmas time.

The Hexagon Club for young women, members of our
church, was organized by Mrs. Buttrick in or about 1919
or 1920. This club, although now non-denominational,
is still active within our city.

World War I was very fresh in the minds of the
members of the church, and a plaque, in accordance with
a vote of the congregation, was placed on the east wall
of the front vestibule of the church as a permanent
memorial to the part played by members of our church and
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congregation during this war. The plaque was the work of
Paul E. Cabaret and Company of New York City and is made
of art bronze, which is ninety-percent copper and one of
the most durable materials known.

The church voted, in 1918, the financial manage-
ment of the Community House be placed in the hands of
Governors permanently; in January, 1920, Mr. F. M. Wilson
reported the Board of Governors had organized and members
of the board representing the community outside the
church were taking hold of the work in a most efficient
mannetr. Members of this board were: J. H, Hall, F. M.
Wilson, C. H. Landon, C. B. Hinsman, H. H. Wolk, Dr. C.
F. Ball, Dr. A. H. Bellerose, S. C. Dorsey and H. C.
Farren.

In the early summer of that year, at a church meet-
ing, Rev. Buttrick brought up the management of the Com-
munity House. He felt the Board of Governors should con-
sist of the Ecclesiastical Society of the church and that
members of the church should have the same privileges in
this building that they have in the church building.

There were differences of opinion = others feeling
that the governing of the Community House should continue
as it had been in the last year. For, if this gift from
the Late Hon. John A. Mead ceased to be conducted as a
Community Center for the whole community, then, under the
terms of this Deed Gift, it would revert back to the
heirs of Mr. Mead. It was resolved that the Society
accept this gift and assume the responsibility of carry-
ing out the condition named in the Deed Gift.

Rev. Buttrick felt he had gone as far as he could
with the work of the ministry in this church, for many
of his requests and suggestions had, according to the
record, "fallen on deaf ears." As a result, he handed
in his resignation on the 8th of November, 1921, and
it was formally accepted by the Ecclesiastical Council
on the 2lst of November, 1921. He became pastor of the
Presbyterian Church in Buffalo, New York, a call which
he felt at the time of his resignation he could not
refuse.

His pastorate was the shortest one in the annals
of the church, for he was only here two years.

Rev. Edward C. Boynton of the Adams Square Con-
gregational Church in Worcester, Massachusetts accepted



4h

the call to our church and was installed the 5th of
October, 1922, having commenced his service the first
Sunday in June of that year.

Rev. Boynton was a son of Dr. Nehemiah Boynton
of Brooklyn, New York and he and his brother, Rev.
Russell Boynton, were ordained at the same time in their
father's church in Brooklyn. He was highly thought of
by the people of Worcester and regarded as one of the
three best speakers in that city.

Previous to his settlement in Rutland, it had
been voted at annual meeting in January, 1922, that
publication of the year book be omitted that year. At
annual meeting in 1923, a committee was appointed with
power to act to consider the printing of a book. This
project was accomplished, but that year seems to have
been the last time any full annual reports were pub-
lished in book form.

The Rev. Theodore Knapp, who had become a member
of our church in 1911, was ordained in his home church
on the 5th of November, 1923.

It was resolved at a church meeting held the
25th of April, 1924, that the Congregational Church of
Rutland, Vermont, unite with the "Society for Social
and Religious Worship in the East Parish of Rutland"
according to the provisions of Section 5701 of the
General Laws of Vermont to form a corporation to be
known as the Congregational Church of Rutland, Vermont,
Incorporated."

It was so voted and the organizational meeting
was held on the 12th of January, 1925, at which time the
adoptions of Articles of Association and new By-Laws
were accepted. Election of officers, appointment of
committees and other business took place,

Rev. Boynton sent his letter of resignation,
dated the 12th of November, 1929, and was dismissed the
10th of December, 1929. He accepted a call to the
Scarsdale Congregational Church in Scarsdale, New York.

Rev, Boynton was well thought of by his congre-
gation, for he visited the homes of his parishioners,
was very interested in civic affairs, and was friendly
and neighborly with the clergy of the sister churches
in our city. He was kind to the sick and unfortunate;
affectionate and kind to those who were heavy with
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sorrow and bereavement. The loss of his kindness was
greatly lamented by his parishioners.

Rev. J. Graydon Brown from St. Albans, Vermont
was invited to become pastor of our church. He accepted
the call the 30th of April, 1930, and was installed on
the 28th of October, 1930.

The Rev, Mr. Brown was well-read, and had a genius
for preaching, often delivering his sermons without the
use of notes.

He came to Rutland just at the beginning of the
Great Depression. Money was scarce, and from the be-
ginning of his settlement here, there was a decrease
in the amounts pledged for the support of the church.

Mr. John Hilliard, the Church Historian, in his
1933 annual report, mentioned that, so far, Rev. Brown's
pastorate had been characterized by effective work in
the pulpit, parish and city and notably among the young
people.

In January, 1934, at annual meeting, it was voted
to place in the auditorium of the church a bronze tablet,
suitably inscribed, as a tribute to the memory of Deacon
Henry Field. Mr. Field had been a member of the church
for sixty-six years and had served eighteen of those
years as superintendent of the Sunday School and sixty-
one as Deacon. Its cost was paid by voluntary contri-
butions. Rev. Arthur Bradford was invited to speak
at the unveiling.

Early in the autumn of 1937, the congregation be-
came larger, the Sunday School increased in membership,
and there was an unusual spirit of fellowship within
the church. This was due possibly to the letters which
Mr. Brown began sending to his people in September. The
letters reached many who, for some reason or another,
had lost contact with the church and, upon receiving
these reminders, once more began to attend services.

Early in 1938, Rev. Brown became ill and was
absent during the first half of the year.

At a church meeting on the 17th of January, 1938,
a committee consisting of the Pastor, Chairman of the
Church Council and the President of the Women's Associa-
tion, was chosen and empowered to select, with advice
and consent of the Church Council, a general committee
to formulate and carry out plans for an observance of
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ASSISTANT PASTOR
Rev. Irving E. French 1976-
ASSOCIATE PASTORS

Rev. Norman Seaver 1860-1863

Rev. John Hirman Grant ) During
)
Rev. Charles N. Thorp ; Rev, Philifys
Rev. George A. Swertfager )
) pastorate
Rev. George Gilmour )
Rev. Gordon Aldrich 1956-1957
Rev. Mead Miner Bailey 1958-1960
Rev. James E. Humphrey 1965-1967
Rev. David M. Powers 1967-1970
Rev. John C. Quigg 1970-1972
Rev. Peter Christian Olsen 1972-1983

Rev. Eliot N. Howard 1984~
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ASSOCIATE PASTORS

Rev. Mead Miner Bailey

Born the 12th September, 1930, Syracuse, New York, son
of Mrs. William A. Rolston of Ithaca, New York, and the
late H. Bailey. He married Gail Phillips of Ansonia,
New York. They have a daughter, Crandall Elizabeth,
born in 1959.

Rev, Bailey was a graduate of Cornell University with
an A.B. Degree, and of Western Michigan University
where he completed requirements to become a registered
occupational therapist. Continued study at New York
University in vocational counseling and rehabilitation
and served three years as Director of Occupational
Therapy at Jersey City Medical Center, Jersey City,
New Jersey. Was one of four congregationalists who
graduated in 1958 from the Theological Seminary of the
Evangelical and Reformed Church of Lancaster, Pennsyl-
vania and, while studying there, he served as a student
assistant minister at Bethany Presbyterian Church in
Lancaster.

Was ordained and installed the 27th July, 1958, at the
Rutland Congregational Church of Christ, it being the
first double event of this type held in the church in
ninety-eight years. He resigned this post the 7th
April, 1960, to become effective the 7th of May, when
he left to become assistant pastor of the Birmingham
Congregational Church in Birmingham, a suburb of
Detroit, Michigan.

In 1963, he went to New York City where he worked in
Occupational Therapy until. 1964, when he began a year's
training for the Episcopal Ministry. He became Chaplain
of the Episcopal Mission Society at Bellevue Hospital
in 1965.

Early in 1983, the AIDS Resource Center (ARC) was formed,
and he was one of the founding board members of this
organization, whose purpose is the caring of the
spiritual and practical needs of AIDS patients.

Rev. Bailey died the 9th of February, 1984; and on the
11th of February, 1987, Bailey House, a residence for
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homeless men and women with AIDS, was dedicated im his
memory.

Rev. James Emerson Humphrey

Rev. Humphrey was from Southern Pines, North Carolina.
He and his wife, Faye, had four children: John, Mark,
Carolyn and Marion.

He graduated from Southern Pines High School in 1958, and
was chosen All American High School football player. Was
active in the United Church of Christ during his resi-
dence in Southern Pines and worked with young people in
camps and conferences of the Southern Conference of the
United Church of Christ. Received a Bachelor of Arts
Degree from Elon College in 1960, and Bachelor of
Divinity Degree and Masters Degree in Christian Educa-
tion from Hartford Seminary Foundation. He was

Director of Christian Education of the First Congrega-
tional Church of Vernon, Connecticut where he was or-
dained the 3lst of May, 1964. Served in the Tri-

Valley parish of Sherburne, Gaysville and Pittsfield,
Vermont. Was installed as associate pastor of the
Rutland United Church of Christ in Rutland on the 3lst

of January, 1965. He resigned the 13th of March, 1967,
to become pastor of the United Church, a mission church
in Huntsville, Alabama.

Rev. David Milton Powers
Married Pamela Ann Pederson of Edina, Minnesota, the
30th June, 1967.

Rev. Powers graduated from Carleton College in North-
field, Minnesota in 1964 where he majored in Latin and
received a B.A. Degree. Graduated from Harvard Divinity
School in Cambridge, Massachusetts with a B.D. Degree.
While at Harvard received a Hopkins Share Scholarship and
was elected Class Marshall.

From 1964 to 1966 he served as student assistant at the
Eliot Church in Newton, Massachusetts where he worked
with Junior and Senior high school youth groups.

During 1966, he worked as assistant to the Chaplain of
the Peter Bent Brigham Hospital in Boston, Massachusetts;
and in the summer of that year he was student minister
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at the Swedish Community Church in Sweden, Maine.

Was ordained and installed associate minister of Grace
Congregational United Church of Christ on the 15th of
October, 1967. He resigned his post the 7th of Jan-
uary, 1970, to take a position in Rome, Italy, where he
planned to study and work closely with the Roman

Catholic Church. This work was dome on behalf of the
Board of World Ministries of the United Church of Christ.

Rev. John C. Quigg

Was a native of Maine; married Martha Lee Richardson of
Franklin, Pennsylvania and they have three children:
John Mark, Michael Charles and Patrick.

Rev. Quigg came to Rutland in 1970 when Rev. Donald W.
Morgan was Senior Minister of the church, He is a

1962 graduate of Eastern Baptist College in Pennsylvania
and received a Bachelor of Divinity from Andover Newton
Theological Seminary in 1967. 1In 1970 was voted one

of the outstanding young men of America. He taught
English and coached soccer at Bridgton Academy in

Maine and also served as pastor of the First Congrega-
tional Church of Bridgton, Maine.

While in Rutland, he gave special attention to the youth
and Christian Education programs at the church. One of
his many innovations was the MOP groups (Meeting Other
Persons), a type of encounter group attended by Junior
and Senior students. He also conducted seminars involv-
ing Senior High School students and adults. He re=-
signed September 5, 1972, to accept a call to be minister
of the South Parish Congregational Church in Augusta,
Maine.

Rev. Peter Christian Olsen

Son of George and Roberta Olsen; born the 7th of July,
1941, in Montclair, New Jersey. He and his wife, Ariel,
whom he married in Boston, Massachusetts in 1966, have
two daughers: Kimberly and Rebecca.

Rev. Olsen graduated for Marietta College in 1964, and
from Andover Newton Theolocgical Seminary in 1968, He
graduated from Keene State College in 1973 with a M.A.
Degree; and received the Degree D. Ed. from Highland
in 1978.
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WEST STREET CEMETERY
RUTLAND, VERMONT

West Street Cemetery was obtained by Judge Moses
Strong from the '"proprietors" on the 4th day of April,
1817; and his own daughter was the first person interred
therein, in what became the second cemetery in the East
Parish section of Rutland Town.

No recorded deed has been found for this property,
and so the names of the proprietors involved in the
transaction remain a mystery.

This plot, it seems, was divided into one hundred
and twenty-nine lots, each two rods square, being some-
thing over three and one-fourth acres of land altogether.

Buried in this yard are: Israel Smith, 6th
Governor of Vermont; Capt. Nichols Goddard, a jeweler,
who, together with his partner Capt. Benjamin Lord,
manufactured the famous hall clocks so much in demand
today; and Pearson Freeman, the potash and soap maker
of Rutland. The graves of some seventeen or more
Revolutionary War veterans and twenty Civil War soldiers
also rest here.

Among the various and sundry papers in the church
safe, are the following old Society notes referring to
this cemetery:

Paper dated 6th September, 1819, under '"Statement
of the Burying Ground" shows that E. Darling paid four
dollars toward grass and burying in 1818

and
Dwight Lawton (?) was paid for the same in 1819,

On the inside of this paper are some forty-three
names of gentlemen who paid, some in cash and others
with cedar posts and lumber, toward the upkeep of the
cemetery.

On another scrap of paper, under "Acct with the
Burying Ground," is a record of the work done for this
cemetery. It consists of money paid to the men of the
Eastern section of Rutland for boards, copper spikes,
nails, hickory boards and "lods," presumably what is
commonly known as "fill" today.

Other papers, dated 6th October, 1824, and lst
March, 1826, respectively, list names of persons who
owed money on their burial plots; and mention is made of
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

The Sunday School in the 19th Century

When the East Parish Congregational Church was
organized on 5 October 1788, among the articles of agree-
ment were the following:

Article 2: The children and household of those
believers who are members of the visi-
ble Church, and who observe all things
which Christ hath commanded are in-
cluded in the covenant with their
parents and are proper subjects of
baptism and ought to be given up to
Christ in that ordinancej; but no
other children may be baptized.

Article 8: As the education of children of the
Church who have been baptized is of
vast importance and the parents have
solemnly engaged, to God and to the
Church, to bring them up in the nur-
ture and admonition of the Lord, the
Church ought to take a particular
care of this matter; and when there
appears to be a great neglect, the
faulty parent is to be admonished,
and rejected if he does not reform.

These two articles seem to confirm that the or-
ganizers held the belief that children are a very im-
portant part of the congregation and should be brought
to be baptized and to receive a Christian education at
an early age. Though these articles contain restric-
tions not observed today, their basic concerns seem to
be much the same.

It was not until the year 1818 that a Sunday
School was established by William Page, who remained its
superintendent until 1834. Early church histories tell
us that Mr. Page was born 2 September 1779 of a family
which was prominent in our state's early history. He
graduated in 1797 from Yale College, at the age of 18.
He became a church member in 1811 and a deacon in 1829,
He became a lawyer and later was in the business of
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were of the number who filled the little school house
every Sabbath at five o'clock.

The Superintendent who could not sing himself
generally took some one with him who could assist in
that way.

Mrs, Levi Long was one of the teachers in this
little branch school. She was obliged to take her baby
with her, It crept about the room and amused itself
during the exercises, but no one was ever disturbed.

S5till another scholar of that early school in-
forms me that one fact was strongly impressed on her
mind, and that was the importance of committing Bible
verses to memory.

It was nothing unusual in those times for schol-
ars to recite from twelve to fifteen verses, instead of
one short Bible text, as is customary in the present
day. "I believe," she says, "if the younger classes
could be required to commit to memory more of the Bible
now it would be far better."

In January, 1843, the sum of $13.33 was collected
for Sunday School books, and the year following this sum
was increased to $14.51; and again, in 1845, a collec-
tion was taken up for the same purpose which amounted
to $29.55.

From this time and for about twenty years follow-
ing, Mr. Alpha H. Post went from class to class with an
armful of books, depositing upon each pew the requisite
number. The system, first of monthly and afterwards of
weekly penny collections in small dark pasteboard
boxes was introduced at that time.

Owing to 111 health Mr., Page was obliged to re-—
sign in 1847, and Mr. James Barrett was chosen his
successor.

Under his administration the school was inspired
to greater effort. Superintendent Barrett became deeply
interested in it and made a special effort to increase
its numbers; in which direction he was successful, and
during the thirteen years of his faithful, enthusiastic
services, the school prospered, the contributions in-
creased, and the bright, clear sunlight of God's love
was made to shine upon many a poor family's fireside,
by generous contributions of money, clothing, food and
other necessaries of life, at Christmas time.
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diplomas were awarded to the graduates.

"Another innovation during this period was an
Achievement Day program, Palm Sunday, to which parents
and church members were invited to visit the department
to observe the results of each class endeavor of the
year. Many of the achievements were outstanding and
demonstrated talent and enthusiasm from both teachers
and students.

"In the Junior Department a Bible verse, be-
ginning with each letter of the alphabet, was memorized
during the year by the whole department. When the verses
had been learned, the children loved to have groups or
classes called upon by the worship leader to recite cer-
tain verses,

"The junior choirs were especially active during
this period. All choirs rehearsed twice a week. A
small junior choir was formed by me with about 25 boys
and girls under the supervision of Mrs. Ralph Seeley, Sr.,
the church organist. The Home Circle ladies made attrac-
tive red, white and blue robes for this group, which
sang in the sanctuary about once a month.

"The Cradle Roll party, with invited parents,
was always held annually in the Community House gym and
sometimes on the lawn in the warm weather during late
spring. The Sunday School supper was held, also, at the
Community House each spring, served by Sunday School
mothers. The Kinsley Memorial Fund financed a lovely
Christmas party for the Primary and Junior Departments.
Santa appeared and presented gifts and fruit to all
the children.

"A beautiful Christmas pageant the early part
of December each year was put on by adult members of the
church and choir for the community. A happy occasion
for the Primary Department was Children's Day, the second
Sunday in June, when 24 little second-graders, dressed
in their Sunday best, distributed flowers to every mem-
ber of the congregation from 12 beautifully decorated
baskets. This always was a memorable occasion.”

Molly King was one of the teachers who began to
teach when Gladys Hart was superintendent. She taught
either regularly or as a substitute from 1936 to 1977.
In the early days she taught first grade and did wonder-
ful hands-on projects with a sandbox. Where we now use
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Judy Jenney (Quigley) and Mary Lee (Johnson) and I
all had opportunities to solo and Mary and I sang duets.
Only usually when I was to sing I came down with laryn-
gitis and couldn't! Poor Mrs. Seeley!

There was one while when choir attendance was not
as good as they wished and the Junior Choir was paid,
too! I think we received 20¢ every time we sang on Sun-
day and 10¢ for rehearsals, but I may not be correct in
this.

When I was old enough to be in the Senior Choir,
the Quartet was gone, and we rehearsed one evening a week
at the Community House and Sunday morning before church.
Gladys Hart kept attendance for the choirs, but to save
her coming out week nights, too, she asked me to keep
attendance at Senior Choir rehearsals. I got to know
the names of everyone and sometimes helped with passing
out music for my beloved Mrs. Seeley.

She was adored by most everyone who sang in her
choirs and by most folks in the church. She rarely
scolded us and when she did we knew we had been very
guilty!

Mrs. Hart rewarded me, at first, for doing her job
of keeping attendance with small gifts of jewelry. I
particularly remember a locket-pin, and I still have it
(1986). I don't remember why she stopped rewarding me
or when, but probably because I didn't need any reward
for something I loved to do - sing and help Mrs. Seeley.

After Mrs. Seeley was Richard Harvey. What a
change! I was home from overseas by then and working in
Hanover-White River Junction. Although rehearsals for
the Senior Choir were changed to Friday night, at the
church by now, I could not get a bus or ride home in
time. Mr. Harvey met with me on Saturdays to try to
teach me the songs and parts, but we both were
discouraged.

I returned to live full-time and work in Rutland
about the time that Leo Ayen took Mr. Harvey's place. I
missed some Friday nights then also because of dates to
speak for the V.A.C. - too far away or on Friday night.
Again, I had special treatment for rehearsing if needed.
And then I became chairman of the Music Committee.

It was a most traumatic time for the choirs and
the church when Leo died so suddenly. How I leaned on
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continue the same choirs, so the High School and Junior
Choirs became the Youth Choir. The same high quality of
music was maintained with excerpts from "Elijah" and

the "St. Matthew Passion" added to the choir's repertory.
Two organ recitals were sponsored and membership in the
choirs rose to 106.

Music Committee chairmen were Mrs. Marjorie
Anderson, Mrs. Susan Darrow and Mr. Leland Benger, Jr.
Mr. Hollister cooperated fully with the suggestions,
needs and wants of the Music Committee, Ministers and
Diaconate.

Mr. Hollister resigned August 31, 1971. He truly
personified the total meaning of Minister as our Minis-
ter of Music, having begun programs and involved as many
people as possible from as large a perspective as
possible, all with great respect for every person with
whom he came in contact.

MINISTRY OF MUSIC
(as presented by Gordon R. Kelly)

Recollections of the Senior Choir of
Grace Congregational United Church of Christ
1971 to 1987

Horace Hollister was finishing his tenth and final
season as organist-choir director when Bonnie and I came
to Rutland in 1971. Bonnie joined the choir in the
spring, and sang for Horace, but I didn't become a choir
member until that fall, when Carol G. Dort became direc-
tor and organist.

Carol was young and nervous. She was an accom—
plished organist, but claimed she was "no singer", and
never sang to demonstrate how a particular passage should
be done, when the choir had trouble learning it. She had
a good sense of humor, and would sometimes get to
glggling during rehearsals. When the choir did something
well, she would beam. However, not always did we master
the music. At least one Wednesday night she said, "I
don't know what I'm going to do on Sunday. I guess I'll
just have to play loud."

In the spring of 1973 Carol directed an ecumenical
concert in celebration of the one hundredth anniversary
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of St. Peters Church. The performance was well attended
and well received. It was a novelty for many of the
singers to sing from the rear of the church. The wooden
stairs and platforms in the back balcony were very noisy,
and we had to take great care not to move about and
distract the listeners from the music.

In those days there was a shortage of tenors.
While the choir numbered twenty-five or thirty, the only
tenors were Wayne Schut and Walter Reuling, and Wayne
soon moved away. Walter was very lonely at most
rehearsals.

In the fall of 1973 Jiman H. Duncan became or-—
ganist and choir director on the resignation of Carol
Dort, who returned to Long Island. Jiman raised a few
eyebrows by refusing to wear a choir robe--he played
the organ in a sport jacket every Sunday--and by singing
solos while playing, but he had a fine tenor voice, and
often augmented the tenor section while the choir sang
anthems. Jiman liked Benson's Menthol Eucalyptus Drops,
and always kept a drawerful in his desk. After awhile
the choir began to use them, and the Junior Choir dis-
coverd them, and ate them all.

When Jiman Duncan returned to St. Louis, Alan D.
Walker took charge. Alan came from a large church in
Hawaii, and brought with him a broad experience in music,
a talent for composition, and a large family, who, it
turned out, could all sing, play an instrument, or both.
The choir members were awed to find we were under the
direction of someone who had written one of the pieces
in the Pilgrim Hymnal (#523). Not only were most of
the composers represented in the book long dead, but
Alan was in pretty select company, published alongside
Bach, Mendelssohn and Beethoven.

Every choir director has their own slant, their
personal emphasis on how choral music should be dome.
Horace Hollister used to work very hard at getting the
singers to keep their chords in tune. He would hear a
false note and point it out, '"No, choir, A-sharp."

Carol Dort was particular about diction. She wanted to
hear final consonants, and reminded us when they became
indistinct. Jiman Duncan would exhort the choir to

"go out there and sing the words'", believing that
thinking of the message in the song would transport the
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choir to surpass itself, and gloss over any rough spots.
Alan Walker often says '"make it musical'. He explained
how to give the phrase some shape-—a little urging on at
the beginning, a little receding at the end. He taught
us to taper final syllables ("Don't whack it.") and to
give the musical line a little dynamic rise and fall.

He showed us which pieces needed to be strictly metro-
nomic, and which required great flexibility to lend them
expression.

With Alan Walker came other new features. The
first rehearsal each fall contained a brief devotional
service, consisting of a scripture reading, a prayer
and a hymn, to begin the choir year in the proper spirit.
His talent for organization and genius for detail made
sure that everyone knew what was expected of them, and
exactly where to be, and when. All announcements were
made in the break in mid-rehearsal, so that no late-—
comer might miss them. Before each Sunday service, after
the warmup rehearsal, Alan would lead the choir in a
short prayer that our efforts would be to God's glory
and not our own, and that our music might make the wor-
shippers feel nearer to God.

In addition to the annual ecumenical performance
of Handel's Messiah every December, Alan directed a
second large concert in the spring each year, giving the
choir members of other churches as well as our own,
opportunities to sing the great music of many composers.
The first such oratorio was Mendelssohn's Elijah in
1975, with operatic baritone Robert Mosley singing the
title role. Others followed: Creation, by Haydn,

King David, Joshua, and St. Paul, as well as Haydn's
Nelson Mass, and the great requiems of Mozart, Faure,
and Brahms. Concerts were sung with the Vermont Sym-
phony and with other orchestras. Works such as the
Beethoven Ninth Symphony and Orff's Carmina Burana were
done, with Alan Walker preparing the chorus, and some-
times conducting the orchestra as well.

On two occasions, Alan worked with Betty Clark
at Trinity Episcopal Church to perform great musical
works using the combined choirs of both churches. Half
of the rehearsals were held in each church, with Betty
Clark playing accompaniment and Alan directing. Con-
certs honoring the 300th birthdays of Handel and Bach





















