




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Your Invitation to Join
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club

The Killington Section, based in Rutland, VT, is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the
Section includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail News, and
the Section quarterly Smoke & Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also
receive reduced rates on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership

dues help to maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system
throughout Vermont.

ANNUAL DUES: NAME:
CTRGRERL .. e cchabopbatopbrastittasisio il $35 ADDRESS:
Familites o on S M He b ol $45
Senior/Student/Volunteer ..................... $20
Contact us for information on life
memberships and categories for giving at a PHONE:
higher level.
| also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington

Section's maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters.

| would like information on volunteering for:
___trailwork, __ shelter work, ___ sign making, __ publications, __ leading outings, ___ publicity, __ education

Make check payable to Killington Section, GMC and mail with this application to:

John Hale, Treasurer

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club
P. O. Box 506

Castleton, VT 05735

KILLINGTON SECTION
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Long Trail Festival Big Success

Hats off to Killington Section members Cathy and
Wayne Krevetski! Last year when they broached their idea
for a Long Trail Festival almost everyone offered mild
encouragement but many privately feared low attendance and
an embarrassing failure. Afier all, this is Rutland, Vermont,
not a well known trail town like Damascus, Virginia whose
I'rail Days Celebration was the Krevetskis' inspiration.

Well, the estimated 1.000 attendees proved the
doubters wrong.

Festwal goers relaxmg on the green

Hopeful Signs for Gov. Clement
The Shrewsbury select board recently held a public
hearing and a visit to the site proposed for the gate on the road
o Governor Clement Shelter. Although no official action was

taken. it appears that the selectmen are heeding their

constituents who. in a nonbinding but substantial majority
vote, have said that they want to save the shelter.

The discussion has progressed from whether the road
should be gated to the resolution of a number of details such
as who should hold title to the road. who should pay for the
gate and parking arca, and the dates when the gate should be
locked and unlocked.

Another public hearing is scheduled for 6:00 PM on
19 September al the Shrewsbury town clerk's office.

Pot Luck to Feature Yukon Trip

The Killington Section's annual fall pot luck supper
will take place at 6:00 PM on Saturday 10 November at the
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church on Hillside Avenue in
Rutland. Members and nonmembers alike are invited to
attend. Bring a plate, utensils, and a dish to share.

Following supper Paul Houchens of the Burlington
Section will present a siide show of the Yukon River canoe
trip that he and five other GMCers, including our own Lynda
Hutchins, took last year.

GMCers headmg north

Here's what Paul has to say:

"There are strange things done in the midnight sun.."
These famous words by poet Robert Service. The Bard of the
North, inspired a group of six GMCers to trek northward last
summer to discover the allure of the northern summer.
Following the footsteps of the Stampeders in the Klondike
Gold Rush of 1898, the group climbed the infamous Chilkoot
Pass from Alaska into Canada and then boarded canoes for the
550-mile journey down the Yukon River to Dawson City.
Under almost perpetual daylight they paddled through Miles
Canyon, camped on the "marge of Lake Labarge." shot the
Five Finger Rapids, explored abandoned settlements and
panned for gold on Bonanza Creek in the Klondike Valley.
Did they strike it rich? Well they do have a wealth of stories to
tell!
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Newsletter of the
Killington Section,
Green Mountain Club
Killington Section Directors

Term expires in:

2008 3 g * Barbara Griffith
s s Bt Barry Griffith
P i T Steve Williams
2009 .......ocevneee.. Wayne Krevetski
N eereeneenneeen T ANdrea McQuade
R e 1 ST L
PLUY U feeitio pomri o *John Hale
 reterioie ey A Nda Hutchins
e T *Cindy Taylor-Miller

*Second consecutive 3-year term.
Not eligible for re-election.

Killington Section Officers

President...................... Barry Griffith
Vice President.......... Barbara Griffith
Secretary/Treasurer ........... John Hale
Committee Chairs

HIStORY s suvinibvang Bob Perkins
Oulings —.ooooveevvreeeeennens Susan Thomas
Trails & Shelters............. Herb Ogden
Delegates to GMC Board
DIreCtOr. v cvrsinressse Lynda Hutchins
Alternate ......co.ccveereene. Alfred Pulling
Smoke & Blazes

BONDE R syt iovrs Bob Perkins
Web Site

Web master ...... Deborah Waggett

Remembering Al and Bill

The Killington section lost two of its long-time and most
dedicated leaders this summer with the deaths of Al Pulling and
Bill Robichaud, each in his early eighties. Al and Bill had
contrasting personalities but they shared a common devotion to the
outdoors and to the Long Trail in particular.

Gregarious Al served as a Section Director and Treasurer
for many years, alternating the jobs with his wife Roma when
term-limit rules came into play. Al and Roma led hikes in all
seasons over the years including their popular annual winter
snowshoe trek and hotdog roast. As a sideline, Al transported long-
distance AT and LT hikers around the state and was an expert on
locating all the trailheads. On a wall of their home Al and Roma
had a huge map of Vermont with photos of (I think) every Long
Trail shelter. They had visited and photographed them all.

Independent Bill also served as a Section Director but
meetings, committee work. and group outings were not his things.
He was happiest in the woods, especially with a pair of loppers in
one hand and a hoe in the other. Bill turned out for almost every
scheduled work party and no one knows how many days he went
out alone, or with anyone he could recruit, to clear waterbars and
blowdowns. Bill was our official Sector Checker for Long Trail
from Cooper Lodge to Tucker-Johnson Shelter and was a key
participant in the major relocations on the west side of Pico and
over Bear Mountain. As a GMC Corridor Monitor Bill spent hours
tramping off-trail to help ensure the integrity of our protected
lands.

The Killington Section is fortunate to have had leaders like
Al and Bill. We send our condolences to their families.

Contact Information — Web Site — http://web.mac.com/gmckillington

Barbara & Barry Griffith 68 Griffith Road, Shrewsbury. VT 05738, 492-3573, Griff2VT@Vermontel.net
John Hale. 170 Spooner Point or PO Box 506, Castleton, VT 05735, 273-2293. john(@lighters.com
Lynda Hutchins, 10 Hibbard Hill Rd., Orwell, VT 05760, 948-2770, Imhutch@shoreham.net

Wayne Krevetski 22 Roberts Ave.. Rutland, VT 05701 282-2237 wkrevetski@hotmail.com

Andrea McQuade. 2 Jan Ave.. Rutland, VT 05701, 775-5104, andreamcquade@adelphia.net

Cindy Taylor-Miller, 337 East St.. Wallingford, VT 05773, 446-2288, ctmiller@vermontel.net

Herbert Ogden, 214 South End Road., Mt. Tabor, VT 05253-9756, (H)293-2510, (W)774-2200,

hogden@vermontel.net

Bob Perkins. 6 Rachel Dr., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-0184, RobertPerkinsf@alumni.UVM.edu
Roma Pulling, 883 US Route 4 East, Rutland, VT 05701, 773-6997. pullingral37@aol.com
Susan Thomas. 27 Clinton Ave.. Rutland, VT 05701, 773-2185

Deborah Waggett, 21 Academy St.. Fair Haven, VT 05743, 265-2024, purplejeep99@hotmail.com
Stephen Williams, 682 VT Route 30, West Pawlet, VT 05775, 645-9529, voorburgl@sover.net
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Bits and Pieces End-to-Enders Still Going Strong

Kelly Stand Road to
Old Rootville Road
23 June 2007. Leg 11
By Steve Williams

While six participants had
been expected until 9.00 pm. the
night before. this number was
suddenly halved. to Tom Copps.
Cindy Oas-Kirk and  Steve
Williams.  However. as the
weather forecast was promising
(and eventually proven correct)
and the minimum of two cars
available was met. the outing
proceeded. The threesome met at
Zoey's in Manchester and
proceeded to leave Steve's Jeep at
the lower end of the Old Rootville
Road whercupon Cindy drove the
approximately 22 miles to the
trailhead on the Kelly Stand Road
for a 9:50 Am start.

Two and a quarter hours. 3.8
miles and 2000 feet of elevation
gain saw the party atop Stratton
Mountain. At about three-fourths
of the way up Tom’s illusion of

seeing the lookout tower at the
summit is believed to be the
triumph of hope over reality.
However, at the summit, a climb
up the tower was very
worthwhile. even if a chilly
experience because of the wind.
With Killington, Somerset
Reservoir. Ascutney and the
Adirondacks all in sight it was a
fine place to be. The group had an
interesting chat with the GMC
caretaker on duty who told of the
one  week's training new
caretakers receive, covering all

aspects of their jobs: care of

facilities, interaction with visitors,
first aid. rescue operations and the
management  of  composting
privies. Any takers?

On to Stratton Pond, a
relatively easy, mostly downhill,
3.2 miles with the pond providing
a picturesque lunching spot. From
Stratton Pond to Prospect Rock is
5.7 miles of nothing in particular
(except for a fine new bridge at

the entry point to the Lye Brook
wilderness) but which does very
adequately meet the Long Trail
description of “A Footpath in the
Wilderness™. Approximately half
a mile before Prospect Rock. the
trail comes out on a surprisingly
smooth and well  groomed
extension of the Old Rootville
Road. It was in such great shape
in fact that we met a through
hiker who had previously passed
us coming back because he
thought that he must have missed
a turnoft somewhere.

Prospect Rock. with its fine
view of Manchester, was a
welcome rest spot before the
rigors of the 1.8 mile descent of
the Old Rootville Road. Sounds
easy, but with a number of steep
stretches. a rough surface. and
knees feeling the effect of the
previous miles, the last stretch is a
good one to have behind you.

All in all, a fine day out.

Middlebury Gap to
Emily Proctor Shelter
7 July 2007, Leg 12

By Allison Norton

The participants for our hike
included Allison Norton, Tom
Copps. Steve Williams. Lynda
Hutchens. Cindy Kirk. Rich
Brown. and Lindy Brown. Our
day started out bright and sunny
and we were in great spirits as we
crossed Route 125 and began a
steep climb up the trail. entering
the Breadloal Wilderness. We
were very chatty and conversation
topics included the weather,

small-engine aircraft, and privy
etiquette. Soon. however, not a
word was spoken as we
proceeded to sneak past the
turnoff to the Silent CIiff trail
(Shhh!). We continued to climb
and you could actually see that we
were on a ridgeline as we hiked,
with the land dropping off on
either side of us. After a few
miles we reached Boyce Shelter.
When the guide says. “On the
trail,” they aren’t kidding. It
looks like someone just dropped it
right in the middle of the trail. 1
expected to see the Wicked

==

Witch's feet sticking out from
under it! We were on the long
green tunnel, though. not the
yellow brick road. so after a short
break for snacks and a few really
great photos we were off again.

Leaving the shelter. the trail
seemed tricky to find at first but
we found it. We came to some
really old log puncheon that was
very, very, slippery. After that
we chose to go around the log
puncheons when we came to them
rather than trying to use them.
We made sure to step right in the
mud, rather than widening the
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muddy sections. ol course. For
the next few miles we went up
and down along a ridgeline
through the Breadloal” Wilderness,
crossing over Mt Boyce and
Battell Mountain (no real views
from either).
this time looking forward to lunch
at the next shelter (well. at least |
did. and a few others kept asking
how far to our lunch stop!). And.

as on most hikes. the estimates of

how far away we really were from
our intended lunch spot ranged
from a few minutes to a few
miles. We were very happy when
we reached the sign for the spur
trail to Skyline Lodge at Skylight
Pond.

Skyline Lodge is a really
fancy enclosed log shelter. Fancy
compared to the board lean-los,
anyway. It has a front porch. a
table inside.
sleeping platforms. 1 have less
positive things to say about
Skylight Pond—it is rather muddy
and weedy. Last year Tom and |
read in the shelter log that
someone had seen a six-inch
leech in the pond! Swimming
anyone? Leeches or no leeches,
the pond gave us a great view, so

L T End-to-End
in Bits & Pieces

LT miles Hiked
150.8

LT miles To Go
121.9

We spent most of

and two levels of

we ate lunch on the porch and
enjoyed our break. Upon leaving
the shelter a member from our
party said that it seemed longer
than a tenth of a mile back to the
LT, and mentioned that a tenth of
a mile would be 176 yards. |
bravely suggested that I count
steps to see, and giant-stepped
back to the LT! It was 221 steps.
give or take a few rocks and roots.
so whoever does the mileage for
the signs and guidebooks wasn’t
all that far off.

Leaving the Skylight Pond
trail we went north on the LT
continuing our ridge walk. We
took a short side trail for a
lookout on Breadloal’ Mountain,
and it really was a lookout (Look
out!) with a trail that suddenly
drops off. It was getting windier
and a little darker., though, so we
tried not to hang around for too
long. It started to rain, and just as
we reached Emily Proctor Shelter.
the skies opened and it really
rained. Rich and Lindy who had
gotten to the shelter ahead of us
said they were making tea, but
unfortunately they were teasing.
We had to admire the shelter,
though. It is a cute little log lean-

:j-k ‘l(la “

The End-to-End Gang takes a bre k at Boyce She!ter
il

to with what is probably a great
view, although we couldn’t see
anything due to the weather.

After a longer than usual rest
at the shelter we roused ourselves
for the 3.5 mile trek down the
Emily Proctor Trail to Steve’s
Jeep. It was a very slippery hike
down, especially for the first mile
or so, with pouring rain and
dripping rocks, and more than one
of us ended up on our backs on
our packs, like turtles. On the way
down we were marveling that
we'd be coming back up that
same trail in a few weeks for our
next leg! At some point on the
way down, a new tradition
(maybe!) was begun. Steve
suggested that we make bets on
when we'd be back at the car:
with each person contributing a
quarter (closest guess takes all).
Rules were discussed, including:
1. Everyone has to be off the trail
and at the car for it to be official;
and 2. No fair purposely dawdling
or hurrying so your time wins. |
don’t remember what the winning
time was, but Rich was the
winner, and he commented that
with his winnings he’d be able to
buy half a gallon of gas.




Killington Section, GMC — Outing Schedule: Sept. — Nov. 2007

Visit our web site: http://web.mac.com/gmckillington

Newcomers and nonmembers are welcome on our outings. Bring drinking water and a lunch. Wear
sturdy footwear, dress appropriately for the weather, and be prepared for weather changes. This is Vermont!
Distances are round trip and are approximate. as are elevation gains. Trips vary considerably in level of
difficulty. Call the leader if you have any questions.

8 September, Saturday North Pond, Chittenden Sue Thomas, 773-2185
Climb the ridge above the reservoir to a remote, high elevation beaver pond on what was once the main
route to Pittsfield. Keep an eye out for moose which frequent the area and enjoy views of the lake and
mountains.

Difficult. 9 miles.
Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM.
[Rain date September 9.]

15 September, Saturday Senior Shuffle — Mount Independence Roma Pulling,773-6997
Bring supper and a musical instrument if you have one for a sing-along in the sunset at historic Mount
Independence.

Easy. 2 miles.
Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 5:00 PM.

22 September, Saturday Mystery Bike Ride Joan Davidson & Bill Holt, 537-4227
Explore back roads.
Moderate
Call leaders for details and for meeting time and place.

23 September, Sunday Gilmore Pond, Bristol Jerry Parker, 775-6208
Hike into the Bristol Clitfs Wilderness.
Easy to moderate. 3 miles.
l.eave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM.

29 September, Saturday Killington Tom Copps, 770-9394
Follow the Long/Appalachian Trial from Governor Clement Shelter in Shrewsbury to Cooper Lodge on
Killington Peak then down the Bucklin Trail. Optional climb to the 4241-foot summit if time and
weather permit.

DifTicult. 8 miles. Elevation gain of 2391 feet.
Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 8:30 AM,
[Rain date: September 30.]

7 October, Sunday Bird Mountain, Castleton Barb & Barry Griffith, 492-3573
We'll hike for the views. Steep climb at the end and some bushwhacking, so bring sturdy shoes. lunch
and a sense for history.

Moderate. 3 to 4 miles.
Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 10:00 AM.

Schedule continued on next page.



Killington Section, GMC — Outing Schedule: Sept. — Nov. 2007

Schedule continued from previous page

13 October, Saturday Little River, Waterbury Viv & Larry Walter, 775-3855
History hike on a loop trail passing various sites, cellar holes and cemeteries that date back to the 1700s
when farms and mills thrived in the area. State Park fee required
Moderate. 3 to 4 miles.

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM.

20 October, Saturday Griffith Lake, Mount Tabor Sue Thomas,773-2185
A gentle ¢limb on an old forest road. the Old Job Trail, which meets the Long/Appalachian Trail at
pretty Griffith Lake. We'll continue on to Peru Peak Shelter for lunch.

Moderate, 8 to 9 miles.
Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM.
[Rain date: October 21.]

27 October, Saturday Deer Leap Overlook, Killington Steve Williams, 645-9529
Climb to a rocky overlook with beautiful views. A few steep pitches. Loop via the Long/Appalachian
Trail.

Moderate, 3 to 4 miles. Elevation gain of 800 feet.

3 November, Saturday Work Party Herb Ogden, 293-2510
Help us put the trail "to bed" for the winter by clearing out water bars, removing downed trees. and
repairing the shelters. It's a fun way to contribute to a great local resource. Bring sturdy shoes. work
gloves. and lunch. Tools provided.

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM.

10 November, Saturday Annual Fall Potluck Supper Sue Thomas, 773-2185
Join us for our annual fall potluck and a slide program on Alaska. Bring plates. utensils. and a dish to
share. Nonmembers welcome!

Meet and eat at the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church on Hillside Avenue in Rutland at 6:00 PM.

25 November, Sunday Great Hawk Colony, Rochester Gordon & Helen Cawood, 352-4310
A safe road walk. partly paved and partly smooth dirt. and lined with "NO HUNTING" signs. This is a
joint trip with the Breadloaf Section.

Easy. 4.4 miles.
Call leaders for meeting time and place.

1 December, Saturday Crown Point Road, Proctor Barb & Barry Griffith, 492-3573
Follow along the route of the historic military road. past the homesite on Tory sympathizer Roger
Stevens and several cellar holes.

Fasy.

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 10:00 AM.

8 December, Saturday Cook Mountain, Ticonderoga, NY Allison Norton, 775-1627
Views Lake George and the Champlain Valley from the top of the Tongue Mountain range. Hike. or
snowshoe if winter comes early this year.

Easy hike or moderate snowshoe. 4 miles. Elevation gain of 900 feet.
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Killington Section Directors Meeting

By John Hale. Secretary

The Killington Section Board of
Directors met on 19 June 2007 at
the Back Home Again Calé in
Rutland. The meeting was called
to order by President Barry at
about 6:00 rm.

Attendance

Board members present:

Barry Griftith. President.

Barbara Griffith. Vice President.
John Hale, Secretary/Treasurer.
Lynda Hutchins, and

Andrea McQuade.

Also present: Editor Bob Perkins.

A Loss

A great sadness and sense of loss
came over the Board when we
learned that Al Pulling. long-time
member and former Treasurer,
passed away yesterday.  The
Board  paused in  silent
remembrance of this fine man.

Secretary's Minutes

The Meeting Minutes of the 2007
Annual Meeting were approved as
presented.

Treasurer's Report

Treasurer John Hale presented the
Cash Flow Report for the year to
date  showing  income  of
$3.068.98 and expenses of
$801.31. and a Current Balance
Report showing the general
account of $6.334.48 and the Kirk
Fund of $15.725.01. Copies of
these reports are available from
the Treasurer,

John was asked to provide the
Section’s membership numbers
with the financial statements next
time and to bring the Killington
Section Membership List that the
Main Club provides, to the next
Board meeting.

|After Note:  According to
Waterbury’s list, the Killington
Section has 142 memberships
with 195 voting members as of 30
May 2007.]

Second Century Campaign

Treasurer Hale presented a
financial idea for the Board's
consideration: that the Killington
Section make a $15,000 donation
from the Kirk Fund to the Main

Club’s Second Century
fundraising campaign. He
reasons:

* The Kirk Fund is reserved

for use in maintaining the
Section’s portion of the Long
Trail; and the Section values the
Kirk name and has a strong
interest in preserving the Kirk
legacy.

* While the Section has
enjoyed the interest earned on the
fund (ranging from $300 to $600
per year), the Section’s actual
expenditures from the Kirk fund
average only $315 annually over
the past 11 years for standard
maintenance. [Extraordinarily, the
Section decided to support the
Main Club with a $2.000 donation
for “Bridge material” in fiscal
2003.]

» An analysis of the Section’s
income and expense over the past
11 years reveals that income from

dues averages $1.071 and
standard expenditures average
$1.018 [The Section was

extraordinarily assessed $1.472
by the Main Club in fiscal 1998
for its share of the main liability
insurance policy.]. We basically
break even financially each year.

b The Main Club needs
support now for the Second
Century campaign and offers to
recognize the endowment of a
shelter by name in the Long Trail
Guide, Annual Report, website
and at Club Headquarters and
promises a good faith effort to
continue donor acknowledgment
in perpetuity.

o The Kirk Fund balances
currently stand at $15.725.01 in
the Section’s accounts at Key
Bank: and the General Fund
balances stand at $6.334.48.

* John feels that by means

of this suggested donation. the
Kirk funds would be spent on trail
maintenance  per the Kirk
mandate: the Kirk name would be
remembered in posterity: the
Main Club would begin to
actively use the funds for trail and
shelter maintenance as part of the
Second Century campaign; and
the ongoing work of the
Killington Section would not be
negatively impacted.

A general discussion ensued:
Could the new Little Killington
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shelter be endowed in this way?
Should the general membership
be asked for input? For approval?
Do the By-Laws authorize the
Board of Directors to make
decisions of this type? Can the
Kirk  funds  principal  be
distributed or rather only the
interest?  President Barry offered
to speak with Herb Ogden about
these last two issues. John hoped
that a decision could be made
before the end of this year, and
the Board agreed to discuss the
suggestion again at its next
meeting in September.

Clement Shelter

The Governor Clement Shelter
saga continues. The Shrewsbury
Selectmen  will  visit  the site
personally in the next few days
and appear ready to decide
whether the town will “throw up™
the road. allowing it to be gated.
There is  some reason  for
optimism. The US Forest Service
requires a decision from the town
by the end of this summer.

GMC Directors Meeting

L.ynda presented her minutes of
the Main Club’s Board of
Directors meeting held at Hildene
in Manchester on 9 June. Her
written report is available from

Secretary Hale.

Trails and Shelters

The Trails and Shelters work
parties have been successful so far
this summer.

Smoke & Blazes

Bob Perkins reported that the
Smoke and Blazes newsletter
continues to do well. He noted
that he is using one folded folio
sized piece of paper now rather
than separate stapled sheets.
President Barry opined that ours
is far and away the best newsletter
produced by any of the GMC
sections,

New GMC Logo

Lynda presented the two options
for a new section logo offered by
the Main Club for our
consideration and choice.
Unanimously, the Board chose
Alternative B in which the word
“Vermont™ continues to appear in
the bottom arch of the circular
logo and in which the word
“Killington™ appears outside and
directly below the circular logo.
Lynda will report our decision.

Long Trail Festival

Everyone was reminded that the
Long Trail Festival will be held
on 17-20 August. Board member
Wayne Krevetski is looking for

more hike leaders for that Sunday.

Potluck Dinner

The Fall Potluck Dinner is to be
scheduled for either November
17" or 10" in that order of
preference.  The date will be
finalized after Lynda speaks with
prospective guest speaker Paul
Houchens about his availability.
Paul has a fine presentation on the
Yukon and a  particular
hiking/kayaking trip taken by
GMC members last year.

Sympathy

There was a discussion about
using Section funds for a
remembrance for Al Pulling. The
general consensus was that were
Al himself involved in the
discussion, he would vote against
such an expenditure on the
grounds that it would be a
dangerous precedent.  We all
agreed that individual expressions
of sympathy would be most
meaningful.

Next Board Meeting

The next Board meeting will be at
6 PM, Tuesday 16 October at 6 Pm
at the Back Home Café.

The meeting was adjourned at
8:00 pm.

Thundering Brook Relocation on the AT Nears Completion
_:._.‘I.-,: e W;n - .

VYCC and GMC crews putting finishing touches on the wheelchair-accessible relo near River Road

-8-
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Notes from the Road

By Cindy Taylor-Miller
[In the May issue we left Mrs. Gorp in Baker, OR
on her trans-continental bike ride. Ed.]

Twisp, WA, June 13: Hello all. | reached the
Pacific Ocean at Florence OR on June 7. So far
4,086 miles and I'm riding back to Vermont via the
Northern Tier. Currently I'm in Twisp Washington.
Long day. 96 miles of which 50 were all uphill over
the Northern Cascades. | don't have much time on
this computer and they're closing the library.

4 i

i '

Mrs. Gorp and her biking companion, Stump
Thumper, a five-time AT through hiker.

Williston, ND, June 28: Bucked strong headwinds
to reach the MT/ND border this morning. | feel
cursed. First | had three flat tires in five days in
Montana and now the winds are blowing strong
from the East — the direction I'm headed. Had two
great days of westerly tail winds and rode 122

9.

miles, (my 7th Century). in six and a half hours.
Saw two wolves this morning before the border and
a black bear near the Libby Dam in Montana. I'll be
riding through Canada, taking the most direct route
home. I'm about a third of the way home!

Superior, WI, July 10: Yesterday was the
100th day on this journey and we rode 101 miles
from Grand Rapids MN to here to celebrate. Not
really, it just worked out that way. We got to
Cloquet MN about 2 PM and decided to keep
riding. It's a rainy morning here so I'm not leaving
bright and early. | should be back in Vermont in
about 3 weeks. Today I hit 6.000 miles!

Middlebury, VT July 31: Guess it's time to let
you know that I finished my cross country bike ride
last week. on Wednesday July 25th in Middlebury. |
rode to the same bike shop where | bought my
Cannondale T2000 last winter. It's for sale now, a
low mileage 2007 model.

116 days; 6.786 miles: 20 States: | Province:
and 3 flats.

I'm slowly getting back into the swing of things
around here in Wallingford. My body is here but the
old brain is still on a bike tour. I've gone through a
three-foot pile of unopened mail and thought it was
time to bring the pool furniture out of the pool
house. I'm working on the weeds. one perennial bed
at a time.

Yesterday, | visited the Minerva Hinchey
Shelter on the AT/LT and ran into several AT thru
hikers | know. That was a good diversion and made
me realize how much | LOVE VERMONT.,

[Cindy went on to say that this winter she'll be
planning her next long distance bike tour. Ed. ]

I think I'd like to ride the Southern Tier. This
way I'll have traversed the country three times: once
across the middle. once across the north. and once
across the south.



Your Invitation to Join
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club

The Killington Section. based in Rutland. VT. is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the
Section includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail News, and
the Section quarterly Smoke & Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events, Members also
receive reduced rates on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership
dues help to maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system

throughout Vermont.

ANNUAL DUES: NAME:
Individual ..o $35  ADDRESS:
B0 e R L $45
Senior/Student/Volunteer ... ........... ... $20
Contact us for information on life PHONE:
memberships and categories for giving at a '
higher level. E-MAIL:
| also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington

Section's maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters.

| would like information on volunteering for:

___trailwork, __ shelter work, __ sign making, __ publications, __ leading outings, ___ publicity, _ education

Make check payable to "GMC" and mail with this application to:

John Hale, Treasurer

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club
P. O. Box 506

Castleton, VT 05735

KILLINGTON SECTION

































