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ANNUAL MEETING 

This year the Annual Business Meeting 
of the Rutland Historical Society will be 
held on Thursday, October 18th, at 7PM 
at Tuttle Hall on the campus of th e Col
lege of St. Joseph in Rutland. The brief 
business meeting will be followed at 
7:30PM by a PowerPoint presentation by 
Jason Smiley. (See details of the program 
on this page) . The program and annual 
meeting are open to the public. Light re 
freshments will be served. 

There will be a public invit ation to the 
community to attend this program. En
courage your friends and neighbors to 
join us for this special program. Mark 
your calendar now. 

NOMINEEES 

Pres. - Jake Sherman 
V.P. - Lloyd Davis 
Sec. - Audrey Allaire 
Treas. - OPEN 
Dir. (2 yr s) - Alvin M. Figiel 
Dir. (2 yrs) - Richard J. Guyette 
Dir. (2 yrs) - Dr. Andrew P . Zak 
Continuing Directors: Barbara Giffin, 
Corey Kennedy, and Doreen McCullough. 
Submit ted by Mary Segale, Chairper son 
of the Nominations Committee. 

SPECIAL PROGRAM 

Jason Smiley's program is entitled "The 
Devil's Cabinet: The Story of the Eddy 
Family of Spirit Mediums." During the 
mid to late 1800s the Eddy Family be 
came world-renowned as spirit mediums 
with the alleged ability of generating 
full-bodied manifestations or "material
izations" of the departed. People traveled 
from all over the world to Chittenden, 

Vermont to witness these phenomena for 
themselves. Some came with the hope 
of seeing and speaking to their own de
parted family members. Others came 
as skeptics, hoping to debunk the fam
ily's alleged power s as "humbug." By 
1874, the family was so well-known that 
Chittenden started being referred to as 
"Spirit Vale." To this day, there are many 
who believe that the family had genuine 
supernatural abilities. The family and 
the story has ties to P .T. Barnum, Mark 
Twain, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Harry 
Houdini, Queen Victoria , and President 
Lincoln. 

Jason has been researching the Eddy 
Family for more than a decade and is 
currently working on a screenplay called 
"The Devil's Cabinet" based on the sto
ry. In addition, Jason plans to publish a 
book containing his research about the 
family, t entatively titled "The Devil's 
Workshop." 

He has requested that there be no video 
or audio recording during the show. 

ANNUAL SALE 

On Saturday and Sunday, October 6th 
and 7th, the Society will hold its annual 
sale at the Society from 10 to 5 each day. 
AGAIN WE NEED YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS for the sale. NO CLOTHING 
PLEASE. Please deliver your items dur
ing the week before the sale. Personnel 
will be available on Monday evening be
tween 6 and 9PM, and Wednesday and 
Thursday afternoons between 1 and 4PM. 
If you need pickup assistance, please call 
773-7525. 

Unsold items may be retrieved on the 
8th of October between 1 and 4PM. 






