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ToR. T .• P~rlt.ins, E . t~TiddJt:?bur·y , Vt. fronJ his s on, 
R~nry F.. P~rkins, ~orvin~ in the Union Arrr;y. 

Ft. Pi¥.:~ ' TJfl • 

. JunP Rtln, J 86? 
, 

D~ar Fe.tht?r: I now sit dnwn to writf:l t ou e.nd · al l 
th~ rPr;t. I ~rr, WCJ1 J and hOJlG this wi 11 find you 
all the saThe . We hav~ a ~ood time herr· The weather 
is very fin~ , th~rP was but two showers last month . 
We ~o out ~coutin~ alrec~t f?VP.ry ni~ht ~nd fetch in 
som~thin~ a]~tost C:SVPry tim'S'. ThP 5th s ome of the 

. Brandon boys and c"ur boys (30 in aJ J) went up PParl 
Rivt=rr ~bout ] 5 Jl~i') Ps. and CepturP.d a Rt:l;>P] st-~arr~L'' the 
t_T . 'K· Brown. They vfllU~? it at 35,000 do1lars. Th f;'y 
did not find but thrpo ffAn ori h~r and they run. Our 
boyr~ wa s the first on th'-=' boat. Oscar Johnson wa s tpe 
3rd man on thP boat. Wp P.xpoct PVP.ry ni~ht to f; O 
aftPr ~orr~ n:ore stearr.t?rs u:p ,the PoarJ • Tht?re i s 4 

v 

more therP. . .There i~ sornP. f-i~Ss h~re and thP.y are aJ trJo s t 
ripe ~1d tht?.r(? .are black b~rrys hP.re and they flrP ripe . 
Thl? w~ather is -v~ry coo1 here now and th~ rr1osquetoes arP 
are not so . .think as thPY was.. WP havP P;:Ot 5 in the 
hospital now and one di~d th~ 6th ~nd we had a :: o lemn 
tinJe yP-str~y·day. I .t~J Yf'U it looked hard to bury a 1ncn1 
in a r0ugh board b~x and in thg wator to for WP cou l d 
not di~ :3 . ft. withcut comins to water. 1 It we s a Co. B 
man. The boys alJ fP-el w0ll. and 1 ick up their h r.:>els 
evPry ni:;ht. Rodn~y· J.awrenc~ ha~; bPJ:?n sick but i s 
gP.tting btqtt':?r. now. VIA have h.a.d a run:or thot the rr.a;i. l 
for the dPtachJliP.nt, OYPr· 60 J PttPrs , Wljl:":5 los t in New 
OrJo~ns hut don't know ~ s it i s -so. I havP jus t b een 
to ~;PP a fi sh thFtt John TJaqu e caut . it· was !1 f P.et l on.s; 
and wnuJd · w::' i~h 50 Jbr;. it wa s a J.ar~ e on~ . We :- e~? 
lot s of a}i~ator~ ~~Pry d~y . S6n~ of t~Pffi are 10 f Ret 
long. Wr-:o sht)t Clne ] ? f~Pt ] on~ the ()ther. day . I wan t 
you to sAnd Ir! '= . sorr.P papP.rs ev~ry we~k that ha s ~0t sorr.e 
news jn th~m and write to ~s soon as y~u can . I havr­
not had a 1Pttr~r yot . · T~]J f1]1 th~ bo'js to write . 

Frnm H~rrry to hi s Mqther an6 Fatht- r 



' 
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To R. T .• P~r¥in!3, . Fflc:t Hidd1cbu-ry, Vt. from his son, 
HPnry P'. PP.ri'_ins, ~ orvin~ in th.q Union Arrr•y. 

Ft. Pik~?, T.a. 
.Tun~ 30th, J 86? 

D0ar FC~thPr ~u1d. Mother and ~J J tb.P r~st. I sit down 
to w.ri. ~~' you fl f~w linPs to Jet you know that I e.m 
WP. l] Bnd · hopo ynu ell ~re . th0 SB~e. W~ had a skirmish · 
d~y b~fn~9 y~stPrdey up PoArl River. A~out 16 of our 
Cn. and? cf Co. I' (?), ~5 in alJ started about 9 A.M. 
for PParljn~ton ~nd ~0t up th~re about J3 M. Landed 
wt~hout any trouble and w~nt . into th~ vilJage end took 
~ ov~r~l of th~ citiz~ns prisono.rs th~n WP.nt to the store 
to s ~~ what they ha.d tht?.ro.. Found the sh~lves pretty 
wPJJ fi110d end took ~om~ shot, ~bout ~00 lbs., and 
sornP ~un · ceps Rnd s omo othAr things. I got a silk . 
handko.rchief worth ebm1t ?.OO -and sorre caps, a - pistol 
P.nd e nico flut~ Rnd a pipo Pnd ?.5 packs of cards (which 
T ~~vo ~way). Th~n w~ wRnt to the boat. The ni~gers 
hCJd .got about woc,dc:.d up th~n but we wPnt up· to the town 
to ~- ~P whc<t wnf! to -bo c;.~en. Had been :up there about 
1 !i n ozu:nt s whon we h~~rd th'? cry that the rebels was 
<~enrr. in~. Started nn thR run for thP boat. Got on the . 
boat and w~s going upstairs when the rebels fired on us. 
Just as I ~pt up~tair~ SAP on~ of Co. D men fall shot in 
th~ .lP.~. The l'>~·] J that hit him w~nt by A. Fnoses leg and 
cut hi~ pants , in tho seP~. T~o ·bells flew thick fo~ a 
f~w mom~nt<> I te]l vou.:: . .Abt·ut· th~t time ·we Jet loose . 
a six pound ~un that WP. havP, on thP. boat and kept firing 
on th~m with our rifJ es and r:oon they WP..nt ga .. lloping off 
into thP. wood~ and ~-PPt firing at us for about 3/4 of an 
hour. ThPre wEts somP 5 or 6 bf: .. the boys that got hit 
with shot. ~ Rorr.~ took the~ out. of their boots as they 
only . w0nt throu~h tht;lir pflnts. T did not get hit but the 
ha11s went cln~R torr~. · I fi:rAd 50 (?) times do know 
thflt 1 hit onp T'Pb for I ~~ aw - hirn throw up his a.rms after 
I fi r.P.d. 

H. 'F. PP-rkins 

Wh0n ;:r0u ~nsw(.)r this to1 rrt? if Y<'U drav.red rr.y state pay. 

T~ll rr~or~~ to b~ ~ ~ood boy. 

Writ~ PB ~ 00n fl:-: you ~r:'t this now do. 
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To R. T •• PP - in~ , East Mlddle.'\bury, Vt. fr m hi s s n, 
F~l!T'Y 1;i'. P A kin.:: ' ~ orvin~ in the u lion Ar uY. 

P~n acola, Florida 
D'?c ?nd , 86?. 

Dear Fath~r nd Moth~r and eJl tho r~st. I e t·me 
to answ-:."r y r J ~tt ~r of Nov. 5th. Wets rs ad to hear t at 
you ar0 aJ 1 Pl J. I ~m 8bout tho anl t?. a s when I ot'e 
1 a s t and W'? .~ xpec.t to. ~o north in or 5 l"e~?.k c; 'hut it 
not cPrtain. I gu~ss we hav~ s o ~ ny cam stories tha 
~~'f'J cAn not t .. ] ] wh~ t to b~J i 0VP . hop!? hat we s alJ • 
ThP Wr.:>fl th Pr ·r;; ''0ry f j_np h.Prt:\ nnw. It · h~ · not rai ed a y 

v 

for two or t r~e rronths. Th~rP is but th ee R~gim _nts 
hPro. now- T .e . ceJ~bratPd -~. Y. 6t was h . re (Bill -W1 son's 
Pi.<'!}{ J10ckots) but thoy J ~rt· wh~n we- c~ure h re. You sai 
thRt T had n t wrot ~ about th~ m~d cinos ou SPnt. I ate 
i n 9 ] ottP.rs C!=?rtein ~bout it. I .. ot . it l'h8n we w s at 
Camp WilJiam _al-l ri ght. I w~s gl d tn g t the pa 
_c:; pnt for WA ont g~t rr.uch ri~ws her . • I s PilOSe yo 
fiJl r:- timPs u home eatinrs apples a d dri! 1 in?: cidP. • 

ou 

ink 
C' ~ ood big p tch~r for rr"~ And crP.c a . fr:>w b ttnuts· o. 
r.~hould l i~~ (:) Jo b~ up bcl1TJC' to h0l p ut thfl ca~ not be s 
thnro is no se a w.i..Bhin~ . Thr-> n e n s ~rriv ,d he e · 
Jas~ Sa tutda so did the new Chap] ln. W. Jike th m ve y 
wall . They ppPar to h~ nic ~ ~Pn .nd rrPA to dow lJ. I 
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shou ld ~ i.l-:P. to h~ar frcn: !'.; Offi0 of hP• hoy . up ther • I 
hr.vc not had any answP.r frorn HPnry East y t. You aid e 1 

hP.d doc::t?rt0d I nev~r wa s so ;::urp t~ed i ILY life I - -i 
th0ui;ht him o bl? the la s t ·r[an to o that. Tell B rr t at------ ~ 
I will writP. to· him bAfor~ lon~ . eJl Ge rge to -b a g od ~ 
boy and ·I wi 1 f~?tch him e littlP un whe I come orne o 
that hP can Jay soJdit?r a s much a h'=' Ji es and I will 
1 earn hirr. et.1 · about it. TelJ th~ irJ ~ t be good rsirl 
~nd I would _ i:ke a ~cod Jonny CP-1~ (:) with !=! e of th o]d 
cow's butter en it • . ·TPl] Charl~s o ke~p th~ pist 1 cl .an 
in~idP of th 'bArrt?l and it wiJJ. s oot well. No m rA 
thi s time . rom 

E~nry E. Perkin s . 

• ' 
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To R . T, . Po kin ::; , Fa r~ t MiddJ ~bury, Vt. f ; C'Im his son, 
Hnnr y F. Pl?1l'k ins , sPrving in the. Union Arrry. 

~n~dqu~rt~r$, Barrancas, 
Dec. 15th, 

la. 
863 

n~8r Fath(:-:'r and Mother and · aJ 1 ther r~st, I' now tahe t e time 
t0 wri tP you a fP.w J inPs to 1~?t you h!low that -I an1 -..wel • I 
r~cP1VP.d y o r J~tt~r cf N0v. 11th ye~tPrda;.r and you rna be-
1i~v~ I was glad to g~t on~ from ho~P and to hear that Ida 
wa s hr:-tt0r ·nd th0 rt?:-t of you a s we] J as usual. I lla not 
rac0.1Vr.>d an\ ] ott~r~ frorr hr,mn f0-r 5 Or 6 WPP.kS and th last 
0ne I got b. fore thi8 you wrot~ that Ida was very sick and 
you rna~ b~li0v~ that r' felt ~nxious to hear how ~he .wa getting 
along and til~n not to g~t a.- 1 ~tter for 6 weeks. It is enough . 
to try enyo~e's patiencP. bUt I feel better now for sh~ is 
?; €tting bP.t 4?r. Therr:' is not much ni?.WS to writP. now • . The 
report cam~ here yesterday th8t the prisoners in Fort ackson .· 
r eb Pll Pd and · drove the troops out of th~ Fort -and ~111 d 4 ' ~, 
offic~rs (tHe. troops w~r~ bJ2ck) -and took possessfon o the · 
Fort ·but th~1 mP.n raJliP.d and took it back a~ain b~t I sve -
not heard w ~thf.tr it is tru9 -or not. We hav~ h~d some pretty 
coo1 w~ath~ hAr~ lately but it i s quit~ warm eve~ now I 
can not wri ':! any more now ~lo write oftP.r. From 

T:'l p 1' . Henry r.. ern.1ns. 
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me· R. T .• Porl\ ins , F.ast MiddJ Rbu-ry, Vt. f l) om his son, 
Ht:-:!nry F.. PPrkins, serving ·in tht? Union Arrr.y. 

Barrancas , . FJa. 
.Apri1 3rd ~ J 864 

I 
D~ar Father and Mot~er end .all th~ rest. ! I wrote you~ 
1 PttPr y~!;-;terday and as I had some tirr.~ to s parP. to·night 
"!: thou~ht I w0nJd write anothPr tonight E;nd give you an 
account of a . skirmi sh our troops had yesterday with thp 
R~bs. About ~ oJ.clock -yPsterday - otir pir::Aet discovered a 
~;rr.all squarP. of cavalry nut sor!;El J/~ rr.il f from the line . · 
and sent word to th~ ··Gen. (Asboth) that they was there 
and he s ~nt out his . t?:Ui"rd. ( r.0rr1~ of th.q . l4th N .. ·r .. Cava:rlry), 
~orne 35 in all, to~ r0~nncitpt. · Aft~r · they had~one about 
:~/4 of e. rniJ.0 th(!\y di~: ~cver(.:ld th.P. Rt?hs -~T~ich irumediateil.y 
f0l J b~ c k to wh~re tho.i r bcdy ·wa ~ . Our y~va lry follov-v:i.Dg 
thPm up pr~tty :-harp ~h~n th~.y got wi thim 30 or 40 yar~ds 
C'f th~n.1 th~ R~hc~ fir~d en them and wcund ~d ?. ·1 on~ a I,irut. 
Our CRva1ry then drew sabre and chAr~~d . iherr and beforf 
th0y couJd Joad was onto them Pnd went t~ heavin~ them 
r if?ht and left which soon put them to fli~ht and our. mbn 
followed them abC'ut 20 miJ e s a.nd took 19. prisoners and 
ki11P.d 6 of th~m~ There was ~bout 80 in~all of the Reps 
f!nd nn1y 35 of .. ours and you sP~ thPyhad he .most. liien and · 
fired first ~nd our · men drove thl?r.; wi-th heir sabres. 
Our m0n had r~voJvP.rs and carbin~s but did not use them. 
The t,ieut. after he was wounded was surrounded by four of 
the Rebs who told him to surrend~d and h f pitched into 
them end kill~d two and woundE-d 8nf'ther tlut the fourth! ran. 
Ono of tho prisoners wa~ a Capt. Our wo~nded are doing 
w~l.l. We P.Xp~·ct~ an attack in thP. night but they did not 
corrA and wP. sl Ppt sound aJ l nit;;ht and we 1 earnt ' this. morn'"'. 
i n tS from on~ of th~ prisoners that the R~bs carne on putr­
po s ~ to captur~ our cava~r! who are out ~couti~g a~most 
nvr.~rv dav. I can not th:tn.K of anvthinao trr:ore to wr1. te ·I· 

v v ~ ~ 1 

I a~ w0ll. WritA oft0h and I wi]l doth ~ samP. 

Frorn 
r.o . c, 7th Vt. 

n~nry E. Pr rkins 

I 

Grandmother was thought by some of th~;: family ·~o -~,o some­
;j what "psychic II e It ha3 1'0en 7-vld that? dt"'_li' ing the :,Ta:c' she 
:, /\.."'' "'"""I;1 would sometimes become A:'ectl\78S B.:J.d say -:ha.t ohe "knE'"';T tho.t 
1 A j) } there had been a ·battle".. '.rhen they \ATOuld read the report of 
~~{ m ... J l. ft't {m:;one in the paper. At the tim0 Hen.ry was wouncL ... d in a very 
,. e~"'\ 1~ ,J ~~ · Tc . minor skirmish in the Deep South, she was a.is·l:,_, !:bed and kdpt 
J ~ '~ ~!:1- saying, "something has happe:1ed to Henry". Than, after some 

5~eu-1 .!J k hours, she calmed down and sa1d, "I think he is all right now;;e 
be ,(/ r-t·,"\le. These ideas later assumed .import snce when thoy learned that, 

. . l • at about what they thought was the same t itte, Henry lay wounded 
l l'\ Fe·..-+ tv, H, under the guns of Ft. Baracas \'There he remained for several 
~Cttt s· Ltt t iv A' hours until Rodney Lawrence of Hubbardton ~ent out and brought 
· him in. Henry was a six-footer and Rodney lwas a small man and 

it was quite an undertaking. Every summer when Henry came to 
Rutland, Henry went out to Hubbardton to visit with Rodney 
Lawrence. ' 
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