
 

 

This file provides supporting information and images of some places  

 

 

that are mentioned in the McConnell letters and journal. 



 

 

 

 

1856 map showing California as it was when the McConnells arrived 
and some of the names that show up in their journals. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomas and Samuel came through Georgetown Cut-Off in 1850. 
 

Image Source:  http://www.sierranevadageotourism.org/content/georgetown-no-484-california-
historical-landmark/sie81731087E9AD5384D 



 

 

 

 

 

Thomas and Samuel  travel  near Mormon Station  in 1850. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomas sailed on the Golden Gate from San Francisco to Panama in 1853. 

 

 

Image Source:  httpfreepages.misc.rootsweb.ancestry.com~ssgoldengate 



 

 

 

 

 

Thomas sailed from Panama to New York in 1853 on the Illinois and he and 
Louisa sailed on the steamship Illinois from New York to Panama in 1856. 

 

 

Image Source: http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/det.4a16170/ 



 

 

 

 

Thomas stayed at the Lovejoy Hotel in New York in 1853 on his way back to 
Vermont from California. 

 

 

 

 

Image Source: http://blogs.nycldshistory.com/nycldshistory/2013/01/22/when-attention-was-bad-
returning-missionaries-in-manhattan-1858/ 



 

 

 

 

Louisa and Thomas visited the Crystal Palace in 1853. 
 

 

 

Image Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Crystal_Palace 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Thomas sailed on the George Law in 1853. 
 

 

 

Image Source: 
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~godfreyshewfamily/index.htm?ssmain=p42.htm; 



 

 

 

 

 

The McConnell’s store referred to in the journal. 
 

 

Source: http://www.mcconnellestates.com/OurStory/default.html 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomas McConnell’s brother, Francis, was a passenger on this fatal sailing but 
survived.  Referenced in the journal. 

 

 

 

Image Source:  http://content.cdlib.org/ark:/13030/tf7n39p542/?docId=tf7n39p542&layout=printable 



 

 

 

 

Thomas stopped to see the Tomb of Columbus in Cuba on his way 
back to NY 1856. 
 

Image Source:  http://www.studenthandouts.com/Cuba/008-Columbus-Tomb.htm 



 

 

 

 

Thomas went to hear Henry Ward Beecher (brother of Harriet Beecher Stowe) 
speak in Brooklyn, NY. 

 

 

 

Image Source: 
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/b/henry_ward_beecher/index.html 



 

 

 

 

Louisa and Thomas stayed at the Cataract House in Niagara Falls 
shortly after their marriage. 
 

 

 

 

Image Source: http://www.niagarafallsundergroundrailroad.org/index.php/sites/48-2-site-of-the-
cataract-house 



 

 

 

 

 

Louisa and Thomas stayed at the Astor House in New York City. 
 

 

 

Image Source: http://hugginsactuarial.com/about-us/historical-background-of-actuaries/ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomas and Louisa sailed on the Golden Age from Panama to San 
Francisco in 1856. 
 

 

 

Source: http://prov.vic.gov.au/blog-news/stories-found-within-the-major-shipping-list-project-1852-
1923 



 

 

 

 

Thomas and Louisa took the William G. Hunt from San Francisco to 
Sacramento in 1856. 
 

 

Image Souce: http://tripsintohistory.com/wp-
content/uploads/2013/01/ChrysopolisWilson_G_Hunt_sidewheeler.jpg 



 

 

                                   

 

 

Thomas and Louisa stayed at the Orleans Hotel on arrival in 
Sacramento from San Francisco. 
 

 

Image source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orleans_Hotel#mediaviewer/File:Orleans_Hotel.jpg 



 

 

          Isthmus of Panama map after the railroad was built but before the     
canal. 

                       

       Thomas and his brothers travelled before the railroad.  Thomas and 
Louisa arrived in 1856 after the railroad was competed. 



 

 

 

 

Image Source:  http://www.sacramentohistory.org/search.php?imageid=527 



 

                         Documentation for the Photo of McConnell Home 
 

Source: http://www.sacramentohistory.org/search.php?imageid=527 



 

... ' 

·- .! ' '.' 

' ,-::.· . ~ ;. . ' 
'· . · , • • • ··~ 0 • 

., ,, . ' ~ \ ... . . I 

•.. /'it.· I .. . i . 
•:,; ·· _;.__ .... ....:.,=====-====="=======~ Sl\CHIIMmno UNION, W ED . . . . , . e...,.. ' NESDAY; JUNE 20 lOr 

~ ·.:E~IIMABLE CQUPLE .CEL~llflATl~ 
j/.d~·)lJ~~.~~ .~OLDEN VIED~ I~~ . 
,·,~(·. ·~V ·.~- ~ .. ~~, ..... • ... ~. · ','! •. . • ~ ·· 1 :·' • ·• I . • 

!t·.; ~MJ:\· and . Mrs~~ .TJl~rnas:, McCpnncll .. ot ,McConnell's Station 
.'!. ~;':·.: . :· ~ ;·: .. :::· .:. l<ecll Open House for the Nc\'d · · · . 
'1 ,I .• .. : ..... : .... ;, .' / . . . ' .. : ' - . . .. ., . ' l 
;._ ., ··~ ·.;;: .• :.: :·; .. ·. ; .. -~·.· GeneratiOn. . . ' · , ,· f-·:,. · . I,: • . f • : f .. I ' 

,\\ ." rnvtt;rdaY, fq - tl\f'l comtQrtn.hlc h o m e nclly. M1"" AJHH\ )lr f'Oflfl"ll nnc1 ~[r~. 
I. ~ pt, ,~ConneH'• Sta.Uon,• !''here th~Y. bf!· Suul)" nleo f!CHlF:' n dU+"l l\'J1kh t~•·r l 10.r1 
~} :1 .-aQ · Jbc:lr ,marrhd lJC•. !.:1-r. and ltr:.. aunc at . Mr. nu~ Mrn. At r<.ontH·II 9 
·, ;c;:Th~Dl ... !McCQ~neJl rcceivod t.ho on- Hllvc r __ ,..·8tJfl lng. M\11 !'1 \\~ lttflnA. J\t e ­

:j1,' r "· . •,• \ . ,. • c COlJnr.ll, thnlr l'lf•\'CH- )'har -oh.J g r.t n •t ­
.~:r~ l'rul uJ~ ron• ot ~h~tr trlrnd~t, ll bt.ltlir d;,.u~h tc i. red ted· an orl rrtual P•'e"' 
; ,.,~:,th e . fttlf ell~ flnJll"c:ra~ry qt thPir wc•l- -whlt·h Ahc hnd. composed Jn hono r of 
·t)o; :._P.lf\8 ~ay. O~·tn.c to ·Mrlf. Mc:Gonnc:IJ' • tho nr.cnl'llOII. : ;· 
.• -~.>f't,<:lll:',t - ~llzr-111!• _Ute 1 l_n...-ltat1o n.rr l\'t>ro 'J'hn rll~tl ng·room wne uHc1 n,. n 
-~ . ~ at('Ct Ni1·Jiy_ ll_rqH~·I t o · _t r: m lly cnnncf"- ptutr h - t"Qurn Ontl the huwh~"tm tnhlr" 
·'}.,' 1 tlC?11 • e.nd _. \'~~-- .JuUmt\.t.o· trlentls, but Wf•t e ·ll' l •' '<'ac:\ nu illf' IO\\ "· In th<' ~hn1le 
;( .. t . \11e 6'1"t:nt ~~~ htv(•rt lJt- lc:ca, a yel'y n .... t~- of Jhc •" '''·)11:t .trccR piau lett_ r e!•rs UJ;O 
;f~ ~ ,UJ., ope Ju tl11~ con,munlt)', t.Y Lh0 Ve,wriJ.blt' ho.H. , 
;. :\, :- - ~Jr. llcCouu cll . hna ftiWA)' H tnkc n nn ; 'l'IPl J~Ut·rt" WHQ t:Cntod , nt thrc t- ln. ­
Y..- ~1 iiiiiCtJ'C'• , tnttretlt Jn fUJ mA.Ittn p erttlln - hlo::-, w h lrh wero nil l(:"J ·with n'"'' "r~~ 
~{ lt J Cr;l" : ~o th~ pullllc &~od, f\111.1 hlUI 8 JrvoJll t hl"' m lcldlr- 011~ at . whkh t h~ t•J lol•, ulltl 
~.··" /)llll , tJabsrn •lfl:o o h muny occn..~'C"Il!'l. gn•nni ~ra~ eea lell bt·lng trhum~U In 
•.lJ~·;J1u.I&\I)Y ~ a. .rurmb!"r ot tho c.11n.-~ i tu· 1-cllnw R.l lr1 tho Nllf'r t wo In }' Ink. Af-

~· V.:.- u~uttl · _ccmve-nt~ou: · n.n4 Mre. Mt.: (.;l)n- t c r ;\. c'h~llclnuM lunc.: h~on !JI<~11 Anna. 
~· ·~ ' htU __ )lk,. · ,al'W!\Y•, boen ' -~ pollbrn .ot Mc•~om:t: ll ac •-a•:cf ufl>· l• r<'~ldPtl 0" 
;~'-!."l ""''omanl~ ~ltlu~. '' · . ~' ll)~l" lrnJJ.~It t•n. ~th•h~t fl rul o. Ill lit• l'l nn· 

.l\ :.' :~~-~~our c,hU4r.eh ba-vt blu.,Of1 the unl'ln or ht-r tp t11ra·· on•l Tnoth<r'• 1-('lur· t !'lh l a•. 

1 ,· : ,of . he.u;~"· . Jn ~14 , Venuont t'ltly )'~fl r :t 9.1'1<1 lht~n fiiOann tnl orr~tl•1g llt1tnS •t•c.•u l 
) ' -;~;. .11f:?. ·tb~q di\ Ui;h.l~u •• Mlr• Anna, M IHll Jhc b omr , w h lr h w 11 " p n•lmblr the vrrr 
f(. .. ,J.: J(lunJ" and Mna; 14RI'J' }ll),fw l~ k.. • n:1 tlrl'll t< e tll l'rnent In th l tJ \' nll,.~·. Afl•· t· 
. «;.,::.·. :on' ~on, O cornc; "-·lt o hiUl tour c hArm- this, ( <'llcHnul'l PP<:"<'h·~~ \'l't'N mrvJ,. 1•Y 
:- , ·.,.~ In& childre-n to .,. choer tho dec-llntng Jl , M. I.n lluc, Mr. Tt:t llou,' Mr. ~tlt'k ­
l';1 .1\,: : )·cr. rso of t-!'tc lr •ro.nd v nrent 111. ' ll~Y. 'Ylllhu r. Film .11, Ml\)"01' nr!\ rd. V . 
!'{··~.!: :~ Jt 11" not KI V'tn to tna.ny ln thla fiiJ& A. l..lndlo r . G('t•tJ;l' ~1 ~·ConnC'11, r.t r~. 
\1; 8 ·· ~- ~P'""d~ut" · .rna.n1n.ac• -.n•l Ut-t l.'('.;. J ~lml\ey, Mrri. l~I'II.J • I, loJn•. /\. J . J uhu­
;1/. •1 ra,..Jdng bu•ln~: :~l• t o 'Cl'lcl,r:lt• Ht '..! lr eluu. N r " . Jl rno.H•'I'•I \\'o=-'•1l •rl •la ·~, MP'. 
; .. , ·: ~ •ulth:o ~et1(Hn~1 a.rtcl lt!w~r a l l\1, a f h:r Jr. ~'• !u•t•wk, f' ft •·h l nl\' h lg_ n \\'fJt ll n r 
t;·,t·\~:tJUy )'OO.U _ln & C.011Uf\1Htlty, 'oujo}" t hiJ cou..,-o. tubtlull :tud na•r•t"'d:t tl .. n , f•t 
fJi'~ i't _unh-er~td.l ~ln!,~t.ton and Jov~ ot Ulr~ lr v.-hlf"h both M r. Rn·l · Ati iL ~\ , t 'c•r•nc11 
~ ~ ·· i;Jtclp;hbon;· bul both · ot, thtae rRro ( l'+"ll n.:lr I <'IJ(H' JHI<'ll. ;\I :1 ncl!•:~k tht.: 
,r :: _.. . :bl~lf~Jnr-s bu.v ~t eoma to .Mr. antl Mn. so~r:\n1f'nlo cud!" (lt'vttriNI, nn•l 11,,. 
:·~.1' · ~ · ,)tcCq~+oli. : !fh~lr tv Jm & rt~~tlorda.y wn• ~~.~t.rhhorhnod ftlcntb b eg o n h> :trrh c. 
~ ' ~:f,r · ·t r{lr:rant · wlt11 a ..,.- c-a.llb of blo~ 11111 : ne '.1 he rnu~lt- ruu1 n-cllfltl••ll,. o t tho m n rn­
~ ';= .. •,l~-~1:.-ll :,b.f • t~l·.! ~~u; , i..rtd '" tt;\··n~ \ ' t;\J , Ji•:t l ng ·":rt+" rr.IIOil~f'• J R llil l ~e AUNII~ WI"! n 
f:·.:·:.r .• j_,.,.·f're Dc~dt4 l::i -f118l Jl:t,y ~ht , b enullllll rdr<"~t•rd. n l t nhh's ,.~, t:~l tl un•lrr 1'1,. 
:·t' ' <'• fWC:<fcHilJr &1!tS,: .•. ; ~ ·.' 1 

• : • • frult H) Ol'AIIRO trt:'t:t Oil lhe H?rlh IJI•l" :.: /:..:f; :'J:.It . • -~ .. :<u u;- .,;;,_r, t:·l'llm;l,. · necnrat~c1. fl( the __IIOli ~P,_ D r. l',,p)('tt, f•l) h d m H 
J ;~ -~~l· !- •t~~ LrlfOn\lnr.• . ~ern, Jlmltet1 tC' r.ut o r lllfl Llk (,,nwc f."I':\ IIJ.: F' , t•rf'"•'Htr<l 1-lt. 
· ~· \·-t- ~loW~..r!', .- «OI~(;n : 'rl~t·on An\1 · flntllox M cCtHH!('II wl lh a lmJ :d~nlnr J:: ·Jhl · 
·,{::..;; , bf>a.v r .. ""lt.h ti,Je riDo ~rrtce. "Whi ch hl'ndt't1 t:M~ us "- t oi:C'n Ci t th t:! et.l •·e :+: 
~.- 1

• "': .M'Olf>d ft lnJ:ul t\rly . up~•foprlatq t o tho 8 111\ a th nlratlon th C}" Cll l !.!d :d)l C•1r hi m, 
i.' '.·.~··.· :- OC\'I\.I!oq1· · c ·. · • 1: • • . A'}d: t~" ludiP.a or tho (;t·:ango t•!IW' Ifl · 
'r., .• . ' 1 J.tn.. ,. M~Cou.n"ll ':YnUI l'lf\tld 1 hnec\ Mrtt. _)ICC'Jll llt'll w ll h n b~!ull-
~·.\ ·.'i ~1. '9"'Dr.4 · tn" Whtte. hnx-n<'ht WlthbO~:r:~ rut e:o lt1 bropc:h, .M n . r::q•ll':l Ill:" killS' 
h~!,,_, , l r llhwtng, · . (~>, h ttu' q h tho Prlll'lf'ntatlon eJ•Uot·h. UJ1 I t\' trn 6 
"r_-:i;~:' ' -were alto ln. "·hu:.r . eo • a.u_• ter: nr.~t e o'dork tbt lnst or t he r arr bgr111 

::·ii. I ·~ •• Att.-r_ conci-AttUaUorU laed ""'"n N!- ~~11111!~-~~nr~;t.nd" ~l1~· ~~~!r M ~:,·;,~~c01;~ 
;~· ./' ' .:· celyed tlu~ l}leta l!l ware enl~rtftln t- d: by "frM:rnll l rtlr C'I~l.orct lous," 10 "'~';11<'t' ~ 
':: )~ :.:·, J>lll.no fft\lce,llon,. bT Mil'!\ Annn ) lc.·Otm-' tl c-n~ o r ha.Jt a 'c t ltlurr 11 f Jnt ~·~rl t )' n 11rt ~~·- .,l ' ~tJI;;O loLl'" Ann."' \Vo,"tlorl•llf•:; " ? llf;l' " rorr,,.rJtr, In rf'!'l•' tl l" ' ' ' li!JOn t h .. J<•r 

•· ' ,.: 'Jl~h;•~ lll\f)' ~~~~~~~ 3 nd :\In•. :->:utd:a ot nt f n1o ft·I,. Jhl"hiJ> ... nwl, l ,.:lt n r n il , I t' 
• ,~. 1 ~ u if.; . an!,} Thill 014 S\'"~"llhN\I l II•" ll'r tnnrl"~ <•( tHl~· Yt:t t ~ nf muln:ll 

• r ~ · ·~ l)_f 1t_f lno, Tt'ad hy loUt•., E rn llln f:un- . .,. ..... l tl •d lon' f', 

+ 

~ : . 

. ' ... 
·· . . 

. .. . 
. ~' : 

. .1 , ' 

.' 



 

 

 

 

Lodi Sentinel 

 

Thomas McConnell’s Obituary in 1919 
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THOMAS McCONNELL

Thomas McConnell, after whom McConnell Station in Sacramento county was named, where is located his present
home, is a pioneer Californian, having carried on an active and successful business and public career in this state since
1850. He has been closely identified with the various departments of activity, both public and industrial, in this part of
the state, and in former years was considerably interested in politics.

Mr. McConnell was born in Pittsford, Rutland county, Vermont, January 30, 1827, his parents being Thomas and
Clarissa (Curtis) McConnell, both natives of that state. The McConnell family is of highland Scotch stock, the home
later being transferred to the north of Ireland, and thence to America in pre-Revolutionary days. Mr. McConnell's
paternal grandfather was a soldier in the American Revolution, and the martial spirit pervades the family throughout.
Mr. McConnell's father died in Vermont in 1854, and in 1863 the widow came to California, following the settling of
several of her sons here, and she died in this state. The Curtis branch of the family was of English origin, being early
settlers of Connecticut and later of Vermont.

Mr. McConnell was reared in Rutland, Vermont, where his parents had moved when he was three years old. He was
brought up in accordance with strict Vermont principles of economy and industry, which elements of his early training
had much to do with his subsequent success. At the age of nineteen he taught a school at a wage of eleven dollars and
a half a month, and then for two terms attended a military school at Norwich, after which he taught in the village
schools of Rutland and Clarendon, but never receiving more than eighteen dollars a month. These wages seemed
especially insignificant ot him after he had been awhile in free and easy California during the golden days.

In the spring of 1850 Mr. McConnell sailed from New York and crossing the isthmus reached San Francisco in
August. He went direct to Eldorado county, and joined his borther Thaddeus near Garden Valley, where the latter had
engaged in a gardening enterprise, the high prices then commanded by vegetables making this a very profitable
venture. The brother Samuel, who had previously located there, soon joined them and they got into the mercantile
business, supplying the demand for a large territory. The lumber business was also a successful adjunct, their sawmill
producing over a million feet of lumber each year. The store was burned out in 1857, and in the year previous Mr.
Thomas McConnell had moved to Sacramento county, where he bought the ranch on which he has ever since lived,
and where the village of McConnell Station grew up.

Mr. McConnell has done much for the stock business in this portion of the state. In 1856 he and his brother Thaddeus
brought seven Spanish Merino sheep from Vermont, transporting them via the Isthmus of Panama, and these were the
first high-class sheep of that breed to be brought to the Pacific coast. This importation and continued breeding and
further importations stimulated the sheep industry so that permanent benefit was rendered to the industry. Mr.
McConnell has continued to engage in sheep-raising to a greater or less extent ever since. One year he sheared as high
as sixteen thousand sheep. His fine ranch of fifteen hundred acres borders the Cosumnes river, and his residence is on
the banks of the same. McConnell Station was established and given its name in 1869. Mr. McConnell has owned large
tracts of land in various parts of the west, and he and his brothers have played leading parts in the live-stock and
agricultural industries on the Coast.

While now a stanch Republican and an upholder of the cardinal principles and policies of the party, Mr. McConnell
was at first a Democrat. He was a Douglas Democrat, and as such represented Eldorado county in the famous state
convention of 1854 which met in the Baptist church in Sacramento, and in which there was almost a pitched battle
between the slavery and anti-slavery factions, each of whom nominated officials. Mr. McConnell states that every man
in the church on that eventful day and evening had a weapon of some sort, and scenes both grim and humorous were
enacted during the proceedings. This famous political event of California has gone down in history as the "Broderick-
McGowan Convention." Mr. McConnell represented Sacramento county in the constitutional convention of 1878-79.
He was formerly an active member, a master for some years, as well as a charter member of Elk Grove Lodge No.
173, F. & A. M. He is a member and past master of Elk Grove Grange, P. of H., at Elk Grove. He is president and one
of the incorporators of the Elk Grove Park Association.
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June 19, 1856, Mr. Connell (sic) was married at Rutland, Vermont, to Miss Louisa Chaplin, who was born at Pittsford,
Vermont, April 29, 1827, being a daughter of George W. Chaplin. Mr. and Mrs. McConnell have four children: Anna
L., who is at home and a teacher of music; Mary A., at home; George W., a resident of McConnell Station; and Jennie
A., at home. Miss Jennie McConnell is the treasurer and a director in the Elk Grove Park Association, and she
organized the Ladies' Friday Club, of which she served as president.

Source: History of the New California Its Resources and People, Volume II

The Lewis Publishing Company - 1905
Edited by Leigh H. Irvine
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Lodi Sentinel 

 

Thomas McConnell’s Obituary in 1919 



 

                                                   

 

 

McConnell State Recreation Area – Location of Thomas McConnell’s 
Sheep Farm 
 

 

 

 

Source: Rutland Historical Society 

 



 

                   

 

 

 McConnell State Recreation Area – Location of McConnell Sheep Farm on 
Merced River 

 

Source: Rutland Historical Society 

 



 

                         

 

 

 McConnell State Recreation Area – Location of McConnell Sheep 
Farm 
 

Source: Rutland Historical Society 

 



 

 

         

 

McConnell Road – Outside McConnell State Recreation Area 
 

 

Source: Rutland Historical Society 



 

 

Elk Grove Cemetery where the McConnell families are buried. 



 

 

 

 

Thomas McConnell Family plot with headstones of Louisa and Thomas 
at Elk Grove Cemetery. 

 

 

Source: Rutland Historical Society 

 



 

 

Headstones of Louisa and Thomas McConnell – Elk Grove Cemetery 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Rutland Historical Society 

 


	01 This file provides supporting information and images of places that are
	02 1856 map showing California as it was when they arrived and some of the names that show up in their journals
	04 Thomas and Samuel came through Georgetown Cut
	06 Thomas and Samuel Mormon Station
	10 Thomas sailed on the Golden Gate from San Francisco to Panama in 1853
	12 Thomas and Louisa sailed on the steamship Illinois from New York to Panama
	14 Thomas stayed at the Lovejoy Hotel in New York in 1853 on his way back to Vermont from California
	16 Crystal Palace Louisa and Thomas visited in 1853
	18 Thomas sailed on the George Law in 1853
	20 1854 Store referred to in journal
	24  1854 Yankee Blade
	24 Columbus Tomb Thomas stopped here on his way back to NY 1856
	26 Thomas went to hear him speak in Brooklyn
	28 Louisa and Thomas stayed at the Cataract House in Niagra Falls shortly after their marriage
	30 Louisa and Thomas stayed here in New York
	32 Thomas and Louisa sailed on the Golden Age from Panama to San Francisco
	34 Thomas and Louisa took the William G
	36 Orleans Hotel in Sacramento
	38 Isthmus of Panama map after railroad was built but before canal
	50 McConnell Home
	52 Documentation on Photo of McConnell Home
	56 Thomas McConnells Obituary
	60 McConnell State Recreation Area 1
	62 McConnell State Recreation Area 2
	64 McConnell State Recreation Area 3
	66 McConnell Road
	68 Elk Grove Cemetery where the McConnell families are buried
	70 Thomas McConnell Family plot with headstones of Louisa and Thomas at Elk Grove Cemetery
	72 Headstones of Louisa and Thomas McConnell
	58 California AHGP - Thomas McConnell.pdf
	Local Disk
	California AHGP - Thomas McConnell



