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The following story 1s of the Clvil War service of my father,
Willism Henry Flint, ,

About twenty five years after the:slose of the war, he rewrote
his diaries adding whatever he could remember in addition to the items |
in the original diaries and I have selected for this story some of the
experiences of which he wrote, A ‘

= In April, 1861, Henry,(as he was usdally called), was working

| on the Brandon, Vermont, townhall and on the evening of the 18th, he

— At onde, drilling forenoon,afternooh and even

attended a meeting when men were being enlisted in answer to President i
Lincklnts call for 75000 mefi, Henry says he would have beén one of the |
first to enlist had not his father, William Bigelow Flint,; objected on
account of his youth, ha haine anlv.aishhaan..Hawavan. an wakunning to
the famlly home in Lelcester and dISTUIITAZ the Matter during the night
the father withdrew his objectlons and gave his son all possible éen=
couragement as did his stepmother, Henry gromptly reported for enlist-
ment and was under command of Capt. Joseph Bush, comfany G, _

ng was begun,

Brandon was filled with people wearing badges and talking of tho
firing on Fort Sumpter.

April 27th, the company was sworn into U.S. service and the
following day, Sunday, the whole company went to service at the Brandon
Congregational Church, .

May 2nd; the company went into camp on the Rutland fairgrounds |
where ten companies were under command of Cols John W.Phelps, Honry ;
was assigned to cook for his company but, he says "That kind of work ;
not suiting me, I was relieved", : % o i

May 8th, the regiment was mustered into the seorvice of the U8, ;
for three months and the following day, went aboard cars for New Yorks ;

They disembarked both at Granville and Troy,N.Y.s; where the boys 5
U088 welcome to everything in the city. Henry says," It seemed to me. ;
that if had boon one of the greatest days in my life, néver having beéen
away from.Vetmont before," |

~ When the regiment arrived in New York City, they marched to the
City Hall all the way down Broadway. "The streets were jammed with peo-
ple, flags and banners flying from every window and the crowd shouted
themselves hoarse at the fine apprarance of the lst Vermont Regiment,
Every soldler wore a sprig of cvergreen in his coat lapel., Everything
was free to the boys here as in Troy."
- Henry asked and received permission to visit his aunt and stayec
over night with her, '
The following day, the regiment embarked for Fortress Monroes
"Many of us had never been in New York before nor on board an
ocean steamer, We had a delightful trip down the harbor but the follow=
ing day many were seasick”,

May 13th they arrived at Ft.Monroe where they were quartered at
the Hygea Hotel, Here on the 20th, one of the Bradford, Vermont boys |
died, the first in the regiment. - d

May 23rd, Col, Phelps took command of an expedition to Hamptons
"When the Rebols saw us coming, they set fire to the bridge but Cols
Phelps marched a squad at double quick and put out the fire so we were
able to crosa"y . ' ;

May 27th,; the regiment went by boat to Newport News, Honry!
company being advance guard, and went into ¢amp in'a large wheat field .
whore through June, they were making entrefichments, responding to alarm:
gnd drilling, "Pen of our men went to the plantation of Gen,Loe for

orses”s

July 2nd, the division was inspected by Gen, Benjs P,Butles,
having been ordered out with knapsacks on,to stand in line two hours
in the hot sun, It was said that Gen, Butler's daughter, who was with
h:gisai@ "Prot them around again Papa", as she was delighted with the
review 4
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4 The time until August fifth was filled withdrills, dress parades,
inspections, guard duty, work on entrenchments, prayer meetings and
police duty. On that date, tents were struck and they took a steamer

for Newport News. NewYork was reached August sixth and then the
regiment went by rall to Brattleboro, Vermont, where on the sixteenth

they were pald by the United States paymaster and were mustered out.

The next night, Compan¥h0 arrived in Brandon and were met by

many citizens and a band. e next day they marched about town and
were given a dinner at the new town hall, after which, "the boys of
Company G, lst Vermont Voluntecrs scparated, each having made up his:

mind what to do inr egard to re-onlisting. As for myself, I had de-
termined not to re-enlist. Three months of soldiering, I thought, was
my part in putting down the Rebellion.”

"As I rc-write this diary after the War, I can sec I little know
what I would do as the followi ng pages will show." |

Until September ninth, Henry helped his father with farm work and
the bullding of a barn and then he commenced work on the Bra=ico o .
hall where he was busy until October twonty-second, when, followlng
Lincoln's call for 300,000 men, he agein enlisted, this time for three
yeers, under Capt. I. R. Sayles, in Sprayer's Rhode Island cavalry,
but being informed on November twenty-third, that the quota for Rhode-
Island cavalry was full, all but two enlisted in what was to be the =
Second Vermont Light Artillery. The following days were filled with
drills, visits, church and dances. December 14, 1861 the battery
received uniforms and the company olected officers. "Lacking three
votes for a commission, I took my place in the battery as 9th Corporal.
Routine work followed. December twenty-third, Henry's nineteenth
birthday, ho went to see his parents in Leicoster. The day following
he recocived from United States paymaster $13,17 and Christmcs Day
started for Lowell, ot

"My father was in Brandon to see me off again for the war. Hes
said he should never see me again., I was inclined to be lighthearted
about it, but still I had some misgivings, as three yoars is a long:
time and the war was growing fiercor than evor.% i

“Decomber twenty-sixth, camp was made on the fairgrounds just
outside the city of Lowell whore the ground was coverod with about a
foot of snow., We had Sibley tents with galvanized iron tentpoles
with a round sheet iron stove at the bottom. The pole served as a
stovepipe. With fromt welve to eighteen mon in a tent and plenty of
wood, we were able to keep warm during the day, but at night, unless
someone of the boys kept watch, the fire went out and then there were
cold soldiers. I thought we had a hard time during the throe months'

service, but it was a picnic compared to the experiences we were now
having."

Drills, guard dutK and trips to tho city filled the noxt month
end February 1, 1862, Henry was promoted to lst Corporal. The fifth,
knapsacks, canteens and blankets were roceived. (Before this, each |
soldier had bed clothing he brought from home.) Tents were struck and |
they were ordored to the scat of war. The following day, they went on'
board the ship, Idaho, in Boston Harbor, and the eighth set sail for
Ship Island, Mississippi. "Many of the boys had never before been on
shipboard. Letters were sent homo by picket boat. After sighting

Key West, March first, there followed days of hard rains and the waves
seomed mountains high.%

V|

) February eighth, they . were in sight of land and in the nignht ran
aground. :

The following night all but thirty-three men in each company went
ashore on Ship Island. I was left on board in charge of Second Vermont
battery men. We worked all night getting provisions out of the bottom
of the ship. Quantitios of government storos were unloaded und thrown
overbogrd and the ship was towed into harbor with little damage to hor.'l

"With the exception of being seasick for a short time, I had en-
enjoyed the trip from New York. Fobruary eleovonth, we went back to the

ship and brought the remainder of the battery's bolongings and went int
cemp on Ship Island, a completo body of sand with the ocean howling on
all sides, it is dreary enough. I wont with 2 squad of men to the othe:



©io0

end of the island after wood which we carried all day to the beach to
be towod to camp. I was out all night and taken aick."

"On the night of February fifteonth with a high wind, the tide
roached our camp, every tent was blown down and we had to get out in
a hurry, but saved our baggage by quick work."

“A sadder lot of fellows was never scen than those of the Second
Vormon battery. We were cold and wet through. After gotting our
tents on higher ground, I made my way in tho dark to a Massachusetts
regiment and they gave me sheltor for the rest of the night."

"The follow ng day two soldiors were buried in the sand of Ship
Island, the first soldier's funeral we had ever seen."

March and early April were tekon up with drills, inspection and
unloading cannon and April ninth the wholc division was reviewed by
General Banjamin F, Butler in command, "a grand sight extonding for
milas un tha ialand.f._ Anril thirteonth, Henry was promoted to be
Sergeant and the next day orders to march were received.

"I received my warrant as 6th Sergoant today from Col. Stephen
Thomas of the Eighth Vermont rogiment. At this time the Second and
“hird batteries belonged to the Eighth rogimeant."

While waiting for the boat to take the regiment to Ft. Jackson,
shells were fllled and they eubirked the seventeenth. During the trip
steam pipés burst and repairs being inadequate, two guns were fired as
a signal of distress and another boat towed them to the mouth of the
Mis sissippi, where firing from Ft. Jackson could be heard.

"April twenty-first, the Saxon took us up the river where our
fleet was anchored firing at FPt. Jackson and S¢. Phillips."

"April twenty-eighth, the Rebels set fire to and blew up a steam-
boat and floating battery. After a bombardment of six days and nights,
on the morning of April twenty-fourth, about 3 A.M., Adm. Farragut
passed the forss,"

May second, New Orleans was reached where the regiment went into
position on the levee near Canal Street.

May fourth, the battery was ordered to the United States mint
and went into camp there. e following day the steamboat, Henry
Lewls on which they had been, sanke "When we think about the old
shell, the bursting of the steampipes, the rough weather, we thank God
we arrived here safely.

"May elghth, the Sergeants rocelved sidearms. My detachment with
one other was ordered to the St. Charles Hotel to do guard duty at Gen.
Butler's headquarters there. We statloned one plece on each corner
facing Charles Street and we were quartered in the basement."

Much of the time until May thirty-first, was filled with guard
duty, drilling, going for shot and ammunition and taking the morning
report to the United States Mint, headquarters of the battory.

One day, Henry's detachment, by order of Gen. Butler, was detallled
to convey some confiscated liquors to his rooms in the hotel. Henry
says “Itudid not all reach him as the boys kept what they could safely
conceal."”

May thirty-first, Henry went to the Mint to sign the payroll and
then the battery embarked for CamgrParapot, Louisigna, situated about
eight miles up the river from New Orleans. "The place fell into our
hands when the city surrendercd." The battory landed June first and
all that month and July 1862, were taken up with routine duties, once
"moving our quarters into what we would cail a swamp &t home--our
breastworks extend into low ground noar the river."

nogro2i°gdt¥ g i °98:8 BBEI1R0AT several days was in charge of
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"August twenty-second, the battery receivod sabors. On the twonty-
sixth, went to sick call, the first time sinca my enlistment was sick
with chills and fovor, and excusod fron duty.”

"Much time was now tuken with sabor practice, guard dutx, dismount-
ing Rcbel cannon and going for vogotablos outside the lines.

One dey Henry scot headboards at graves of boys belonging to the
Second Vcruont battery.

“Sebtembor twentieth, our mess received potatoos, for the first
tiue since we left Boston last February."

"October ninth, returned to battery aftor being sick one week in
the hospital which is a brick house in an orange grove.

"Novenbor twenty-fourth, the battery struck tents and marched to
New Orleans.

"Novenber twonty-oighth, at rotreat tonight on dress parado, by
order of Capte. Holcomb, I was reduced to the ranks after being kept
undor arrost for sevoral days for disrcospectful language to my superior
cfficers and the following day took uy place in the ronks as privatoe."

December passed uith routine work, bugle practico and two days'
sickness with chills and fever.

"On the thirtieth, 'tho battery was loaded on a boat bound for
Galvoeston, Toxam, but the city being captured by the Rebels, all our
fleoet was ordered back to New Orleana, where the battery was unloaded
at Factors! Cotton Press.”

Early in January 1863, Honry again had chills and fover. On the
sixth, the battery was given orders to march at daylight and on the
twenty-fifth was on board a steamer bound for Donaldsville where it
went into camp. Again in February Henry was sick and excuse om duty.
While at Donaldaville, Honry built stables for horses. March second
the battery embarked for Baton Rouge and went into camp near United Stat

barracka.}

"March third, I was recommendod as bugler to take tho place of a
bugler who was 1ll. This circuunstance indicates that C-pt. Holcomb
knew ny ability ontitled no to be something bettor than private. He
ofton told ng whon I was Sorgeant, that I was the best drilled man in

the battory.

March 9, 1863, the battory had orders to cuok six days' rations
and be ready to march.

"Murch oleventh, wont on drill for the first tiro as buglor. In
Just a woek I had mastored the buglo calls to tho satisfaction of Capt.

Holeonb."

"The following day tho troops were oeviewed by Gon. Banks and
the next day started for Port Hudson. |The night of March fourtecenth,

mortars and gunboats cormencod to shell PYrt Hudson about six milos
away and wo were a frightened lot ngggxgljrﬁahhrrived in Baton Rauqa
March twentieth and camped a mile south of the city.” '

The remainder of March and tho month of April were devoted to drill

inspoction, building floors and fixing up quartors.

"May first, six months! pay today, ny pay $89.60."

"May second, a portion of sixth and soventh Illinols cavalry came
in today. Thoy had marchod from Gens Grant's aruy in Tennessae and
brought with then soventy-five prisoners--cheering all over caup.

"™May eightoenth broke cauwp and started for Port Hudson."

Honry was in the battle of Plain's Storo near Port Hudson and was
ordored as bugler to hold two horscs belonging to liocutonants. "To
manage ny own horse and the other two wl th shot and shell flying in all
diroctionx was about all I could attend to. Aftor about an hour, at my
roquest, I took the place of one of the gunnors and continued at the gun
until tho battlo endpd--not a nan 1n our battery killed--camped on the
bnttlefield." -
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"May twenty-third, still in the fileld waiting events--took stroll
outside picket lines~--news of General Grant closing in on Vicksburg
read today."

"May twenty-fourth went with Capt. Holcomb of our battery to the
extreme right of our line and put 18th New York battery in position--
firer. a2 few shots into Port Hudson and the enemy returned the fire.
Capt. and I under fire five hours then refturnzd to battery. Capt.
Holcomb was made chicef of artillery and I wes orcered to discontinue
bugle calls and act a: orderly for him."

"May twenty-sevonth was made the first attempt to storm Port
Hudson--bombardment cormencod this morning our troops expescting to
carry the works. After shelling the works all the forenoon, a general
assault was ordcered, Our hattery was in the fight but in the rocar of
the 1nfantry so we did r.ot feel the awful effects of lead and iron
hurled at the troops _.rn “ront though several snots passed under our
guns. The attempt was a dismal failure. During the fight, Capt.
Haloomb took the fifth gun, went within 500 yards of the fort, fired

‘several shots and evary manr eturned unhurt. The folloﬂ.ng day there

wes a flag of truce to bury the dead on tho field."

Through the remainder of May and till the middle of June, the
days were filled with orderly's cuties, taking dispatches to various
points including that of Gencral Bank's hecadquarters, and during that
time Henry suffered some days with chills and fevor.

June 14, 1863, they settled down bchind broeastworks of cotton
bales and earth, to the siege of Port Hudson, only 300 yards from the
Rebel carthworkse. Through Juno some days were quiet, others with hoavy
firing znd with sharpshooters busy on both sides.

“June thirtieth Capt. Holcomb wont out in f ront and mot a Relbol,
Major Bucknor, an of ficer he had known in the rogular army."

"July opened with heavy firing and we learned the Rebels drcaded
our battery for the execution it did."

“July fourth tho National salute was fired at sunrise at General
Banks' hoadwaurtors. Adj. Gon. Halstead camo into our quarters and
read the Declaration o f Indopendence after which our battery fired
thirty-four guns."

"The following day, Sergt. Daskam and I went into tho country
back of Port Hudson some six miles away after groen corn.”

"July scvppth came nows that Grant had Captured Vicksburg--there
was long and lomd cheoring ©ll along the line. The 116th New York
rugimuntnltaund cano into our quartors and playod soveral national

eirs.”

That night Henry mct a Robul between the lines and had a long thlk
with him. Ho Wblonged to onc of tho Arkansas rogimcnts..

July 8, 1863 Genoral Gardner siad ho would surronder and the
followl ng day "we m.rched into Port Hudson whero tho Rcbols wore
drawn up in linp with a rms grounded. Sevon thousand prisoners surren-
derod with shoe fort many of thom glad that the end had comc and SO
wore many of owp bcxs. Wo had boen under firoc day «nd night since
May twenty-seventh. :

"Many of our boys wont bathing in tho Mississippi River with tho
Rebels. Only thc day before thoy wore in arms against each othcr.

#_Jﬂazgntho battle of Plain's Storo, I had capturcd an officer's
blanket, a splendid one and this with my horse, saddlc and bridle worc
lost on accounb of Capt. Holcomb's ordering mo to lend my horsoc to zn
officer to go W headquqrtcra.{ When ho camc back he did not tle tho
horse securecly and when I wantcd the horso, could not find him. Tho
horaﬁ was one of tho best in tho battory, thoe saddle & new McClellan
one.

The remeinder of July passed with duties as bugler, heolping
sutler, 1cking up guns and caissons and one day acting as stoward for
the battery "wont to Jackson with a flug of truce for Liout. Dyeor, saw
colloge and ground where fight took place August fourth.”



In Septombor 1863, anry made appllcation to be appointed stoward
of the battery.

"In October, Capt. P. E. Holcomb was promotcd to ba Jajor of a
Texas cavalry regiment and the men presented him with a fine sworad.
The pattery was turned over to Lieut. John W. Ctase."

Hovember was guiet and the weather cnicd .uiing which time, Heury
rczelved a box iJrom home, built a floor in lis vent and the division
wus reviewed by Adj. Gon. Thomas of Washington, D.C.

"December first moved my quarters into one of the hospit&l tents.
Uecembor twenty-third I am twenty-onc ycars cld today.'

"January 1, 1864, Capt. Chasa's wife made mincoe ples for the boys
wiich were much npprociutod.

"January sixth snow fell, 1% inches, something thet has not
l:appened since 1854, . Hﬁ an.IQlda ¥e riggoed up o jumper and had a
Jleignrlaa. r—— e

"February twentieth, reenlisted as a veteran for three years, am
to receive $402 bounty and 30 days furlough in Veormont. Thirtcen
others reenlisted.

"Februaryt;wontg -second, Battery wont up to provoat marshall's
and voted for B. F. Flanders for Governor of Louisiana.®

. "Pebruary twenty-sixth, mustered into U. S. Vetoran Servica.
March twenty=-fifth r eceived veteran furlough. April fourteenth arrived
home in Vermont and during May vislted friends in Vermont and New
Hampshire taking my sister with me."

The furlough was extended to fifty days while awalting orders
for transportation,

"June third arrived at the mouth of the Mississippi and Juno ninth
arrived at Port Hudson and reported for duty in 2d Vermont battery.”

"June twentyeseventh woent to 73d U, S. C. Infantry to seo Dr. R.
M. Huntington about being hospital steward of his regiment, made ap-
plication for tho position and the application was approved by Dr.
Huntington and Capt, Chase."

"July ninth. It is just one year today since we marched into
Port Hudsona fter a long siocgo and the surrender of General Gardner to
General Banks.

"July eighteonth received my discharge from 2d Vormont Battery as
privato to enable me to roenlist as hospltal stoward of 734 U. S. C.
Infantry and July twenty-fourth reonlistod in that outfit und was
appointed hospital steward and received my warrant as such from Licut.
Eol. H. C, Merriam commanding the regiment. My warrant is dated July

2, 1864."

“July twenty-sixth, Maj. Holcomb paid me a visit today. He wants
gﬁ to join the regular army and said he would make me orderly sergocant
his company, he being Capt. in the army

"Septembor first, commencod meking a mahogeny desk for Dp.
Huntington of lumber we took from doors in houso we tore down.“

"Soptember seventh, Nationnl salute fired on recelipt Qt news that
Atlanta was teken by Sherman."

During Soptember, Octobor and November, Honry was busy with
hospital duties and improving his own and sugroon's ﬁuartors, also
finishing desk for Dr. Huntington. Once in October Henry just oscaped
capture by the Rebels,

"December second recoived check for $125 from John B. Palge, State
Treasurer of Vermont, it being Stnto pay commuted and due me instead of
$7 per month which State promised.” _

"Gave §15 for a pair of cavalry bootse"
"January 1, 1865, woll pleasod with my position as hos ital stoward

-
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My pay is $33 a month with board and clothos."”

Early in February an application for furlough was approved and
Henry wont to Port Hudson and stopped with 2d Vermont battory boys then
visited New Orleans and Baton Rouge.

"February t wenty-third, roceived orders last night to proceed to
Algiers, Louisians, puacked up all hospital storcs and bogan embarking,
leaving Morganza with nany regrots.”

"Warch eighteenth receivod orders to proceced to Pensacola,
Florida, worked all day packing our medicines and getting rcady to
march at daylight, started at 10 A.M., marched oight miles, no body
seems to know where we are going but whole army is on the move

"March twenty-first. There wero herd rains and woke up in the
night with water covering nearly my whcle body. The follow ng day
marched six miles, roceived mail, had four lcttors. Enemy reportod
in our immediato front.® R -

i o - 1y g

"March twenty-third marched at daybroak, soon heard firing in
front, advance guard drove Rebel pickets and we halted at noon at
Pine Barren Creek and repaired the bridge."

"March twenty-fifth, cavalry wont across Croek last night. We
started at 10 AM, our advance met the enomy and gave them battle.
This was at Michael Creek, the onemy fell back about a mile and made
another stand. Our troops captured one Brig.-Gen. one Col. and one
Haj. and about 100 men. Here the enexty tried to burn the bridge but
our cavalry made it too hot for them.”

"Apr. 2d. Our troops arrived at Ft. Blakoly, Alabha, meking
about twelve miles each day, much of the road corduroyed, finding
houses burned and torpedves loft by the enemy. Soveral days of skirm-
ishing ensued.” v

"Dr. J. P. Paino, surgoon of our regimont and I arc stationed in
the conter of the brigado and all wounded are brought to these quar-
ters for treatment. We arc located in a sort of ravine and have a
rough sholter for hospital, shot and shell passing over our heads."

"April ninth. Heavy firing on both sides. Spanish Ft. Ceptured
last night. Wo took about 2,000 prisoncers. Our whole linoc made a
charge on Pt. Blakely and took the works, ny r eginent being the first
to plant her flag on the Rebel works. r batteries kept up a con-
tinual firing to prevent the cnony oscapgng across to Mobile."

"April twelfth, whole division left here today. The stars and
stripos wave ovor Mobilo, tho city having surrondered at 2 P.M. today to
- Gen. Canby."

"April sevent:enth. Received news of surrender of Gencral Lee to
Gonoral Grant. Two hundred guns fired in honor of the good nows." :

“May third. Arrivoed in Mobile and our reginont quartered on
grounds of a rich plantation and my quarters in the kitchon of the
mansion. Gen. Dick Taylor surrendered today to Gonoral Canby."

"May eighth. Received pay $2561.55. May ninth. Sent money to
soveral persons today, $50 to my father."

"May nintteenth. All offieora of my regiment met today in our
quartersa--had enjoyable time.

"May twentieth. Broke camp==want six milos below Mobile--in camp
at Magnolia race track."”

"May twenty-fifth. Governhent ordnance dopot blown up at Mobile
houses wrecked, people killad. I was in the city and vicinity about
one hour before the calamity."

6
Chiof J838133cHeneral r oview of all troops by Genoral Crangor and
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During June, the regiment moved several times to Carrollton and
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, to Vicksburg and Jackson, Mississippi, where
Henry had orders tor emain behind with some sick of the regiment, and
took some back to Vicksburge.

"In July moved camp to city of Jackson and found boarding place
near camp.”

"July twenty-third. Came orders to pack up and take cars for
Columbus, Mississippi, where we arrived the twenty-sixth. I stayed
at depot with medical stores--had orders to proceed to Corinth.”

"August first arrived at Mobile after stops at several points
and the thirteenth on steamer for New Orlsans.

Through August and Setpember Henry was in camp at Carrollton,
Loulsiana with regular duties in hospital and dispensary.

: "Sentember twenty—fifth, my reglment consolidated with another.
I hope to be dischargjed,--paid $132."

"October second, ordered to report to 96th Colored Infantry for
duty. October fourth helpsd Dr. Bushnell make out his yearly report."”

'"October fifth, Lisut. Col. Fariola, commander of the regiment askec
me if I wished to remain in the service. I said I wished to be dis-
charged." ‘

"From October sixth to twentieth there were trips to New Orleans
for mustering out rolls, etc. and the follodng day I was mustered out
of the service by Capt. McAllister."

"October twenty-second. Stayed in New Orleans last night--got my
trunks--told Dr. Bushnell (by best friend) good-bye also all officers
of 73d U, S. C, Infantry. Left for home--discharge papers dated
September 23, 1965. October twenty-fifth. Received today $488.75
(for hospital steward $121, travelling allowance to Rutland, Vermont,
$140.80, clothing not taken of government $76.96, bounty due $150)--
home by way of Mississippi River and St. Louis--arrived in Chicago
November fourth, whoere I received a warm welcome from the clerk at the
Sherman Hguse when hoe found I was from Varmont."

"November seventh. Reachcd my home in Leicester, Vormont, after
an absence of four years, threc months and fiftoen days in thec service
of the U. S. army."

(Mrs. C. A.) Edith Flint Kscler
Northborough
Massachusectts



